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The Transforming Christ 
By John R. Martin 


ANY the villages tucked in the hills, 
Homes of plain people in hamlet 
and town; 
Life flowing quietly day after day — 
What gave to Bethlehem its claim to 
renown? 
JESUS THE SAVIOUR WAS THERE. 


Many the stables these hamlets con- 
tained; 
Shelter and provender all just the 
same, 
Housing the beasts of the highway and 
field — 
What gave to this one its undying 
fame? 
JESUS THE SAVIOUR WAS THERE. 


Many the mangers where hungry beasts 





fed, 
Protected from harm in the sheltering 
stall, 
Patiently munching the sweet, scented 
hay — 


Why then does this one stand out 
from them all? 
JESUS THE SAVIOUR WAS THERE. 


Many the people in this workaday world, 
Differing little as they steadily plod; 
But though the surroundings are dull 
and routine, 
The most humble life is a Temple of 
God — 
IF JESUS THE SAVIOUR IS THERE. 


w 
A Call to Prayer on Watch Night 


As the end of the year approaches, 
Christians should be thankul for God’s 
blessing in the old year and seek His 


guidance and help for the new. Among 
His people there should be reverence 
instead of revelry, fervency, instead of 
flippancy, and a godly carefulness in- 
stead of carefreeness in the worldly 
sense. Occasionally the Great Commis- 
sion Prayer League of Chicago, of which 
Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth is the director, 
issues a devotional folder’ called 
“Streams of Blessing.” The latest con- 
tains an urgent call to prayer. “Watch 


Night .. . is for the purpose of assem- 
bling God’s people for prayer for re- 
vival, . , . Make this last night of the 


year a night of prayer. The rising tide 
of passion makes jmperative that we 
shall have a rising tide of intercession, 
When individual members of the Body 
of Christ meet the conditions in 1 Chron- 
icles 7:14, God will revive His work 
again. Gather for prayer on Watch 
Night. Pray earnestly for the needful 
revival.” Statistics are given’ from the 
F.B.I., showing the alarming increase in 
crime, specially among young people 
— “seventeen-year-olds represent the 
largest criminal group.” “Stupendous 
spiritual events lie not far ahead. Oh, 
dear friend, let us of the Prayer League, 
and of Christ’s Body at large, be not 
found wanting — ‘for every man’s work’ 
(yours and ours) ‘will be made mani- 
fest: for the day shall declare it, be- 
cause it shall be revealed by fire’ (1 
Cor, 3:12-15). And what will that reve- 


tw 


lation show, as to the character of serv- 
ice, and as to motive—in your case — 
for 1948, for 1949? Keep these words 
before you. And may God restore the 
years that have been slothfully wasted 
or evilly devoured (Joel 2:25).” Copies 
of the attractive four-page illustrated 
folder may be had upon request from 
the Great Commission Prayer League, 
808 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10. It 
contains not only a real challenge to 


prayer, but definite and practical sugges-- 


tions for the Watch Night program in 
churches or homes. “The League’s funds 
are all from the freewill offerings of 
God’s people. As they provide, we 
dispose their gifts as an investment for 
the work God wants done.” The League, 
like many other Christian organizations, 
has been passing through a time of test- 
ing, and, though the leaflets are free, 
contributions to cover printing and post- 
age will be greatly appreciated. “Let 
all God’s people make it [Watch Night] 
a great occasion of fellowship in the 
Spirit. We will be praying for you there, 
and you for us here. Let the burden 
of prayer be for revival in the Body 
of Christ. With whole heart and soul 
cry out to God for this one supreme 
need of the church. Meet and pray with 
even a small company willing to gather, 
‘I was glad when they said unto me, 
let us go into the house of the Lord’ 
(Psa. 122:1).” 
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Previewing the Uniform Lessons for 1949 


workers and teachers are confronted 

with elaborate, new lesson systems 
devised by pedagogical “experts” and 
designed to supplant the uniform lesson 
principle. Those who promote such sys- 
tems would have the Sunday school 
world believe that the uniform lesson 
idea is an antiquated relic of the horse- 


Prrosicers and ts Sunday _ school 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The Lord is my rock, and my 
fortress, and my deliverer” (2 Sam. 
22:2). 




















and-buggy age, and is employed_only in 
Sunday schools so far behind modern 
and up-to-date methods that they are 
to be pitied as well as scorned, 


It is therefore necessary, from time 
to time, to call attention to and re-em- 
phasize the real values found in the uni- 
form lesson principle, lest the glowing 
descriptions of new systems blind our 
eyes to the very important and long- 
tested advantages already in our hands, 
and so familiar that they are in danger 
of being overlooked, 

One of the most important advantages 
of a uniform lesson is its adaptabitity to 
the small Sunday school. The full signifi- 
cance of this fact is realized when we 
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learn that the average Sunday school is a 
small school. The 1948 reports of two of 
the largest denominations in the eastern 
United States give figures that show that 
the number of pupils attending the aver- 
age Sunday school lies between 100 and 
125. In less densely populated sections, 
the average is probably less. Figures 
reported by one large denomination re- 
cently state that 40% of the Sunday* 
schools in America have an enrollment 
of 1 to 100. Another 45% show an en- 
rollment of between 100 and 300. Only 
10% showed an enrollment of 300 to 500, 
leaving only 5% with a membership ex- 
ceeding 500. 

It is not difficult for experienced Sun- 
day school workers to understand that 
the close grading of a small school, so 
that each department may study a dif- 
ferent lesson, presents problems that are 
well-nigh insurmountable, Where classes 
from different departments must of 
necessity meet in the same room and 
have the same opening and closing ex- 
ercises, a uniform lesson meets the need 
as no other system can. Consecrated 
and experienced Sunday school teachers 
have been demonstrating for years that 
it is.not only possible but eminently 
practicable to do any “grading” that may 
be necessary for a particular age-group 
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as they teach the lesson that the whole 
school is studying, ; 

To the adaptability of a uniform lesson 
to the average school must be added the 
great advantage it gives in securing sub- 
stitute teachers, When each department 
is studying a different lesson, getting a 
substitute teacher becomes a far greater 
problem than under a uniform lesson sys- 
tem. A teacher or advanced scholar, 
who has been following one series of 
lessons, cannot, in an emergency, readily 
pick up a totally different lesson, often 
with extra-Biblical content, and do a 
good job of teaching. He knows this, 
even if the “experts” do not, and often 
he will simply refuse to try. 

Still another advantage of a uniform 
lesson system is the wealth of lesson 
material to be found in many different 
periodicals and journals and lesson helps, 
This is of no small importance to the 
busy person who is the average Sunday 
school teacher. And many Sunday school 
teachers are average folks. They prob- 
ably have not had the opportunities for 
special training, such as some of the 
newer and elaborate lesson systems vir- 
tually demand, and they have not time 
for extensive lesson preparation. They 
know God and they know the Word, 
and they have demonstrated that they 


(Continued on page 1139) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


More Light on Psychiana 


As you know, I have been a reader 
of the Trmes for a long time and ho 
still to be able to be so, the Lord will- 
ing, for a while longer, even though 
I have passed my eighty-sixth year. 

I was very much interested in the 
three articles by H, V. Caneday ex- 
posing the new teaching of Psychiana 
by a Dr. Robinson, from whom I have 
been receiving some literature. I had 
been wondering what kind of a god he 
believed in just at the time you had 
the articles exposing this so-called re- 
ligion, and had written asking him 
to let me know if he believed in the 
inspiration of our Bible, and the God 
who created the world, and in Bible 

rophecies, and the virgin birth of 
Christ our Lord, His sacrificial death 
as the only temedy for our sin, and 
His bodily resurrection. I am enclos- 
ing his answer... . 

am writing him what I think of 
his nonsensical and most foolish so- 
called religion. It surely is the worst 
I have heard of, and I don’t think 
there is any worse than this. 

Thanking you for the many bless- 
ings I have Conn and still am receiv- 
ing from the Trmes, yours in Jesus’ 
name.—A New Jersey reader, 


The letter from Psychiana headquar- 
ters at Moscow, Idaho, with its original 


capitalization and lower case letters, 
follows: 


Thank you for your good letter of 
recent date. It was a pleasure to hear 
from you. 


What you or we may believe about 
_ Jesus, or any other Bible Character,does 


not matter. It is not a case of what 
we have been taught or of what we 
believe. It is a case of “What are the 
facts?” There is not 6ne word in The 
Christian Bible written by Jesus, nor, 
has there ever been known to exist 
a single eyewitness to any of the 
miraculous events which are supposed 
to. have happened. Even that does 
not matter. What really matters is 
the one supreme fact that The Spirit 
of God exists here and now in each 
one of us. This is something we can 
know firsthand. A recent question- 
naire circulated among students of 
several theological seminaries showed 
that the majority of those studying for 
the ministry did not accept the virgin 
birth, the immaculate conception, the 
crucifixion, or the: resurrection. Nor, 
did the majority accept The Bible as 
The Divinely inspired word of God. 
We go along with this majority. How- 
ever, what Jesus was not does not 
matter. If you find and use The Power 
of The Spirit of God in your life, that 
does matter. So, we suggest that you 
follow these Lessons closely. e 
points you raise in your letter will be 
satisfactorily answered before the Les- 
sons are énded, 

The Christian Bible was not writ- 





Dr. Wilbur M. Smith’s seventh 
and eighth articles will appear in 
the next two issues. Their subject 
will be: 

“The Kings From the East and 
the Preparation for Their March 
to Armageddon.” 
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ten by God. Not a word appears in 
It which was written by Jesus. The 
book was written by men, and the 
as, many of the sixty-six 
books in The Bible is anonymous. No 
bible Scholar can believe in the divine 
inspiration of The Christian Bible ‘to 
the exclusion of any other writings. 
Wherever you find something which 
was written under the inspiration of 
The Spirit of God, that can be called 
“the word of God” no matter who 
wrote it. If God inspired men and 
women to write his truths 2,000 years 
ago, He inspires them today. And, the 
truths falling from the pen of in- 
spired writers today are apt to be 
much more authentic. than are the 
anonymous documents which are e 
Christian Bible. “The letter killeth, 
but e Spirit of God maketh alive.” 
It is The Spirit of God we are teach- 
ing, and we know that when you find 
this great Power in your own life, It 
will quite sufficient for you. 


May The Spirit of Infinite Peace be 
with you always. 


Cordially yours, 
(Signed) Alfred B, Robinson. 
THE PSYCHIANA RELIGION 
The “PSYCHIANA” religion oper- 
ates throughout the world, exclusively 
by mail. It is a very definite Move- 
ment of The Spirit of God on the earth. 

As a result of this Movement, men and 

women are finding the Power of God. 

This is one of the most revealing docu- 
ments from Psychiana that has come to 
the Trwes, For those who accept the 
Bible as the Word of God—as most 
Trmes readers do—it does not need 
much comment, However, a few of its 
glaring errors are noteworthy. 

It is unscriptural,’and eternally dan- 
gerous, to say that what we. believe 
about Jesus does not matter. The Lord 
Jesus questioned His disciples closely 
on this point, and when Peter said, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,” Christ commended his confession, 
saying, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar- 
jona: for flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, 
That thou art Peter, and upon this rock 
I will build my church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt, 
16: 13-18). John declared that the pur- 
pose of his Gospel was “that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name” (20:31) ;'and 
the heart of the message preached by 
the apostles was that Jesus of Nazareth 
was the Christ, the Messiah, God mani- 
fest in the flesh, “who*was delivered for 
our offences, and was raised again for 
our justification” (Rom. 4:25). Peter de- 
clared, “Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name un- 
der heaven given among men, whereby 


. we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 


Mr, Robinson’s letter is contradictory. 
He says, “The Christian Bible was not 
written by God,” but later, “Wherever 
you find something which was written 
under the inspiration of The Spirit of 
God, that can be called ‘the word of 


(Continued on page 1149) 
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The Divine Method of Healing 


A Scriptural outline that helps to answer 
many difficult questions 


Lesson for January 2 


By JOSEPH TAYLOR BRITAN, D.D. 


A. The Origin of Pain and Sickness, As part of his duties as chaplain of 
1. The Bible declares that death fol- the Presbyterian Hospital in Phila- 


6. The body of the Christian is to be 


ee 


lowed the sin of man. 

Genesis 3:3—“Ye shall not eat... 
lest ye die.” 

1Corinthians 15:21—“By man came 
death.” As pain and suffering 
usually precede and accompany 
death, we can truly say that the 
sin of the race was the original 
cause of pain. 


2. Some suffering is not the result of 


any individual sin. 

John 9:1-3—‘“Neither hath this 
man sinned, nor his parents,” that 
he was born blind. 

John 11:4—“This sickness [of Laza- 
rus] is not unto death, but for 
the glory of God.” 


3. The ‘strain of Christian service 


may cause sickness, 

Daniel 8:26, 27—“I Daniel fainted, 
and was sick certain days” —on 
account of the vision. 

Philippians 2: 25-30—“For indeed he 
was sick nigh unto death” — be- 
cause of his zeal and concern for 
the Philippian Christians. (David 
Brainerd was also an example of 
this.) 


4. Satan causes sickness, 


Job 1:6-21—“Behold, all that he 
hath is in thy power; only updn 
himself put not forth thine hand.” 

Job 2:1-10—“Satan . . . smote Job 
with sore boils from the soie of 
his foot -unto his crown.” 

Luke 13:10-16—“Ought not ‘this 
woman ... whom Satan hath 
bound . . . be loosed” from her 
infirmity? 

John 8:44—“He [Satan] was a mur- 
derer from the beginning.” 


5. Varied causes of pain in the ex- 


perience of Christians are out- 

Ained by Christ. 

Luke 21:8-24—“Confused counsels 
in religion. Verse 8. Wars and 
commotions. Physical calamities 
— earthquakes, Economic distress 
—famines. Suffering from fellow 
men —family and religious lead- 
ers. Suffering from association 
with Christ (for my name’s 
sake).” Also—Suffering from 
ignorance, carelessness . and 
thoughtlessness of ourselves and 
others —auto accidents, 


B. Scripture Facts Concerning the Hu- 


man Body. 


1, The body was created by God. 


Genesis 1:26, 27—“So God created 
man in his own image.” Not 


delphia Dr. Britan teaches two Bible 
courses which are required of the 
nurses. These are a study of the 
basic teachings and doctrines of the 
Protestant Christian Church; and a 
study of the Gospel of Luke, requir- 
ing written answers to ten questions 
on each chapter. As a supplement 
to these two courses he has devel, 
oped the Biblical outline on healing 
which is given herewith. For some 
suggestions and references he ac- 
knowledges his indebtedness to Dr. 
Henry W. Frost’s book, “Outline 
Bible Studies,” originally published 
by The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, but now out of print. Nurses 
have said of this study on healing: 
“This course helps the nurse to un- 
derstand why people suffer and die.” 
“I have come much closer to God. 
I never realized before that the 
works of God were so closely asso- 
ciated with medicine.” “I never had 
all that material brought together as 
a compact unit before, and it gives 
me a better understanding: of *sick- 
ness and its results.” 








physically, but spiritually in mind 


and emotion and will. 


Genesis 2:7—‘And the Lord God 
formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life.” Of 
dust and Deity is man composed. 


2. God is the creator and recreator of 


life. - 
Exodus 15:26—“If thou wilt . . 


keep all his statutes, I will put 
none of these diseases upon thee, 
which I have brought upon the 
Egyptians: for I am the Lord that 
healeth thee.” 


. God maintains life. 


Psalm 36:9—‘“For with thee is the 
fountain of life.” 


. The body of the Christian is the 


temple of the Holy Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 3:16, 17—“Know ye 
not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwell- 
eth in you?” 


. The human body is to be surren- 


dered to God for holy purposes. 
Romans 12:1—“I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mer- 
cies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.” 


changed into a glorified and spir- 
itual form at the coming of Christ. 
1 Corinthians 15—“It is sown a 
natural body; it is raised a spir- 
itual body” (v. 44). 


C. The Purpose of Sickness and Pain. 
1. To limit sin. 


Genesis 2:17—If ye sin, ye shall 
surely die. Death with its attend- 
ing pains is the consequence of 
human sin. 


. To teach the soul of God’s laws. 


Psalm 119:67, 71—‘Before I was 
afflicted I went astray... . It was 
good for me that I have been af- 
flicted; that I might learn thy 
statutes.” 


. To perfect the person who sins, 


1 Peter 5:10—‘But the God of all 
grace, who hath called us unto 
his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
after that ye have suffered a 
while, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle you.” 


. To reveal the works of God. 


John 9:2, 3—The man was born 
blind “that the works of God 
should be made manifest in him.” 


. To prepare for coming joy. 


1 Peter 4:12, 13—“Beloved, think 
it not strange concerning ‘the 
fiery trial which is to try you, ag 
though some strange thing hap- 
pened unto you: but rejoice, 
inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings; that, when his 
glory shall be revealed, ye may 
be glad also with exceeding joy.” 


. To prepare for praise at the com- 


ing of Christ. 

1 Peter 1:7—“That the trial of 
your faith . . . might be found 
unto praise and honour and glory 
at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” 


. To prepare us to comfort others. 


2 Corinthians 1:3-5—Comfort others 
with “the comfort wherewith we 
ourselves are comforted of God.’ 


. To complete the suffering of Christ, 


Colossians 1:24—“Fill up that 
which is behind of the afflictions 
of Christ.” 


. Persecutions and pain furnish an 


opportunity to witness for Christ. 
Luke 21:12, 13—“. . . and it shall 
turn to you for a testimony.” ? 


D. Christ Is the Great Physician. 
1. The Lord Jesus of the New Testa- 


ment is the living manifestation 
of the Jehovah of the Old Teésta- 


(Continued on page 1147) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





A LITTLE Baptist church in the True children of Huguenot stock come 


valley of the Oise in northeast- 

ern France celebrates this year 
the centenary of its founding—the 
Church of the Holy Saviour, mother 
church of a flock of little churches 
in the region about. Why did this 
little movement break out just there? 
Perhaps, as the pastor suggested in 
his centenary address, because it was 
just in that region during the days of 
the persecutions of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries that large numbers 
of Huguenots took refuge in the marshes 
of Longeuil-Sainte-Marie. Protestant- 
ism went underground, to reappear in 
the Baptist awakening a hundred years 
or more later. God rewards the fathers’ 
faith by reviving Christian life in the 
great-grandchildren. 


It is interesting that the pioneer 
evangelist was a woman, Esther Car- 
pentier, a traveling peddler, who on her 
conversion took to heart the command 
of our Lord to witness to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. Clothed with the 
power of the Spirit and of great physical 
endurance, she passed all through the 
valley of the Oise River, earning her 
living as she traveled and at the same 
time giving forth the Word of life. The 
families she won built little churches, 
and themselves engaged in evangelism. 
There was much opposition, especially 
during the clerical regime of Napoleon 
the Third. Heavy fines were mulcted 
from every gathering of more than 
twenty persons who presumed to read 
the Bible aloud and sing the praises of 
God. 

As an illustration, one can mention the 
curé of Chelies, who was so angry that 
a Baptist should be buried in the public 
cemetery that he had the body exhumed. 
The village gravediggers refused the 
ignominious order, and it was necessary 
to secure outsiders, who came at night 
and, in pouring rain, dug out the coffin 
and reinterred it in a corner dedicated 
to the burial of suicides. Two weeks 
later the Bishop of Beauvais came over 
to reconsecrate the cemetery, defiled by 
the temporary presence of a dead heretic. 
The consequence was general indigna- 
tion which crystallized in the forma- 
tion of a Baptist church in Chelles. 

Francois Lemaire, one of the pastors 
of the mother church of St. Sauveur, was 
‘ famous for Sunday school work, a promi- 
nent feature of which was memorization 
of long passages of Scripture. In one 
year one of his Sunday school pupils 
learned by heart 4,000. verses, which is 
the almost incredible number of nearly 
elevcn verses a day through the year. 


to life in the nineteenth century ! 


In this connection I might mention the 
dedication on the 17th of April last, and 
in Cape Colony, of a great monument 
honoring the original band of Huguenots 
who, fleeing from Catholic persecution 
from France to Holland, finally sailed 
on the little ship Voorschooten to South 
Africa, where they settled and prospered. 
Their Mayflower passage took four long 
months, and when they reached their 
desired haven, food and water were 
nearly gone and the ship itself so shaken 
and decrepit that it could have sailed 
but little farther. That was in 1638, the 
very year in which William of Orange 
and the English Reformation finally tri- 
umphed. 

They did here what they did every- 
where: developed land and industry. 
They also evangelized and taught the 
Negroes. Now they no longer speak 
French, but French names occur all over 
South Africa. Thus, among the six thou- 
sand in attendance at the dedication, 
there were no less than 150 with the 
French name of Villiers, The young 
Huguenot of the monument carries a 
Bible in his hand, and behind him, on 
a triple portico, shines a Huguenot cross. 
The services opened with the singing of 
the Sixty-eighth Psalm, “Let God arise, 
let his enemies be scattered,” a Psalm 
indissolubly associated with the Refor- 
mation in France. There were elaborate 
and lovely tableaux illustrative of that 
Reformation. Then, the clou of the fes- 
tival, four hundred descendants of the 
Huguenot past, each leading a child as a 
pledge of a Huguenot future, deposited 
each a crown at the foot of the monu- 
ment, in respectful acclamation of the 
courage showed by their forefathers, 


Baptist Freedom, organ of Baptist 
Modernists, says of the new Conserva- 
tive Baptist Mission Society: “It surely 
has brought sadness to the heart of the 
Heavenly Father. . . . This division in 
our foreign-missionary program is a hor- 
rible tragedy.” On the contrary, there 
can be nothing but joy in Heaven over 
such items of news as these: 


The Conservative Society reports a 
church in Indiana, with 149 members, 
which has pledged itself to raise a mis- 
sionary budget of $11,000. 

Mr. F. F. Scorza of the same society 
writes of his work in Italy: “In five 
months of preaching, more than two hun- 
dred men and women have accepted 
Christ and two priests, and a monk have 
discarded their priestly garments. They 
wens to dedicate their lives to Christian 
work.” 


Miss Mildred Craig writes from Japan: 


“Two weeks ago I spoke to a fine group 
of three hundred and fifty boys and 
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By ERNEST GORDON 


teachers in a technical high school. We 
gave to them all LeTourneau Foundation 
tracts, and thirty have since bought New 
Testaments.” ey invited Miss Craig 
to teach them voumesty. She has also 
spoken to five hundred high school girls, 
their teachers, and principal. 

Those in the Northern Baptist Con- 
vention who would exclude Baptist 
churches supporting with their major 
contributions the new Conservative Bap- 
tist Mission Society, should take to heart 
the words of Gamaliel, “Refrain from 
these men, and let them alone: for if 
this counsel . ,. . be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it.” 

One soul-winning missionary couple 
of the Conservative Society, writing 
from a Congo station on July 24th, said: 
“Truly the Lord has blessed us in a 
marked way. In the last six months 
here at Kitsombiro, six thousand have 
taken a stand for Christ. This included 
the work of our five evangelists and 
our four hundred teachers.” This work 
is not five years old! 


Another seceding body, the Independ- 
ent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions, stood foursquare against the idol- 
atry of Japanese State Shintoism when 
other societies trimmed and compro- 
mised. They have been rewarded for 
their loyalty. The general secretary of 
the Board, Dr. J. Gordon Holdcroft, 
wrote to General MacArthur, with a copy 
to our State Department, suggesting that 
he induce the Emperor of Japan to dis- 
avow his assumed divinity. The Gen- 
eral’s Chief of Staff acknowledged the 
letter, and the State Department ap- 
proved the suggestion. Later the Gen- 
eral took action accordingly. 

A third seceding society, the Bible 
Churchmen’s Missionary Society of Eng- 
land, occasionally hears the old cry that 
“they are doing the werk of the Devil,” 
but in the main this attitude of the 
Church of England has changed, and it 
is now accepted as an honorable member 
of Church of England societies. Its sec- 
retary writes: “That the society has 
something of the family about it there 
can be no doubt, both because of its 
evangelical loyalty and because, when 
there has been suffering together for a 
cause, a family is always born. To meet 
a stranger who is a B.C.MS. is to meet 
one who is not a stranger—as it were 
a cousin whom you had never met be- 


-fore.” 


There Is Much Misrepresentation Re- 
garding Chiang Kai-shek—One wel- 
comes, therefore, the following state- 
ment of the Rev. R. P. Richardson of 
the Southern Presbyterian Mission in 
China (in the Presbyterian Survey): 

“He is maligned in China and the 
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United States by enemies. He is not 
perfect, but he is the ablest leader by 
far in China today. It is unfair to judge 
him because of the difficulty General 
Stilwell had in getting on with him. 
One must*consider his entire career. He 
is warmly endorsed by Dr. Frank Price, 
Dr. Darby Fulton, Dr, William Elliott, 
General Wedemeyer, Secretary of State 
Marshall, Ambassador J. Leighton 
Stuart.” ° 

Mr. Harry Liu of the Friends’ Mission, 
Nanking, sends an account of the dedi- 
cation of a chapel outside that city which 
Chiang Kai-shek and Mme. Chiang 
promised God to build when victory over 
Japan was complete. They call it the 
“Christ Triumphant Song Church.” In 
his address Chiang said: 

“We must take Christ’s noble idea as 
the object of our endeavor. When Moses 
led Israel out of captivity the difficulties 
encountered were a thousand more than 
we meet in our endeavor to rebuild our 
country. ‘Therefore, we must continue 
our faith in God.” ; 

A Communion service followed, in 
which both the President and Mme. 
Chiang took part. Others joining were 
top-ranking officials of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment, two hundred who name the 
name of Christ. The plan was to invite 
all Christian officials of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment, but there was not room, for 
there are a thousand such. 

The people were interested to see 
Chiang singing hymns. He shakes his 
head and even his body a little as he 
sings joyfully, like the Chinese scholar 
reading poetry. “He sings it in his own 
tongue, enjoying himself as if there 
were no one but the Lord listening to 
his praise.” 

Mr.’Liu adds: “In the hot month of 
July, seven thousand Gospels were dis- 
tributed in Nanking. When you reach 
an army camp, soldiers come running, 
and there are just not enough Gospels 
to go around.” 


The Roman Inquisition put Galileo in 
prison for proving that the sun did not 
move around the earth. He disturbed 
the theory that the earth was the center 
of the universe and, they thought, made 
of man an insignificant creature and 
the gospel of his redemption an incred- 
ible thing. Indeed, it is just this line 
which has been followed by unbelief 
through Deism, Enlightenment, Unitari- 
anism, down to American Modernism, 

But in the Converted Catholic, Dr. 
Lehmann calls attention to the refuta- 
tion of this theory by modern physics. 
In an article in the Atlantic Monthly 
as long ago as September, 1929, Julian 
Huxley, supporting himself on Edding- 
ton, affirmed that individual man,’ ac- 
cording to comparative size, is halfway 
between atom and star; that humanity 
as a whole, from the same relative view- 
point, is halfway between electron and 
universe, 
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“Man, then, stands in the very center 
of the universe, between the infinitely 
vast and the infinitely little. 

“Nearly midway in the scale,” wrote 
Eddington, “between the atom and the 
star, there is another structure no less 
marvelous —the human body. Man is 
slightly nearer t6 the atom than to the 
star.” = 

This has great implication from the 
Christian point of view. It makes our 
earth a worthy stage for the appearance 
of the great drama of redemption. 


Dr. A. J. Broomhall, of the China In- 
land Mission, has been pioneering in 
Nosuland, long closed to the Gospel, in 
the area west of Chungking. Every- 
where he was received with kindness 
and hospitality from slaves, nobles, and 
even princes. “All along the way we 
came upon groups of Nosu guarding the 
roads and collecting a pound of salt 
from every pack animal passing. They 
received us with smiles, and invariably 
excused us from their dues. 

“At Chaochio, the little walled town in 
the very center of the great mountain 
range of Nosuland, a crowd greeted us 
at the gates. Later, when we were al- 
ready well acquainted, their chiefs and 
representatives gathered in solemn con- 
clave, and I had an opportunity to ad- 
dress them by interpretation, putting 
before them our aim in coming, and in- 
quiring whether they would welcome us 
to live among them, be their friands, 
heal their diseases, and tell them the good 
news of the Gospel. They waited until 
I had finished and then leaped as one 
man to their feet, acclaimed my pro- 
posals, and promised their help and pro- 
tection.” 

This was the general attitude. Yet 
they are a rough people, engaged jn 
civil encounters with much bloodshed, 
given to wine drunkenness and opium 
narcomania. It is a wild country, too, 
requiring’men missionaries. Dr. Broom- 
hall passed through many hairbreadth 
escapes on mountain roads’ and passes. 


The Roger Williams Fellowship or- 
ganized among Northern Baptists for 
“freedom from creeds,” and. “from the 
bondage of creeds,” in other words, 
against an honest statement.of Christian 
faith, does not seem to be prospering. 
Its organ, Baptist Freedom, has shrunk 
to two pages after losing a string of 
editors; and ‘its president, Dr, Heimsath, 
of the First Baptist Church, Evanston, 
has passed into the ministry of the Epis- 
copal Church, which has creeds—and 
to spare—to protest against. 

Dr, H. O. Van Gilder, of Grand Rapids, 
has gone to Oakland, Calif., as‘ president 
of the Western Baptist Bible College of 
the Regular Baptists (seceders from the 
Northern Baptist Convention). It has 
been opened to train missionaries and 
ministers for the fast-growing popula- 
tion of the West Coast. 

A Fellowship of Conservative Congre- 
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gational Ministers within the Congrega- 
tionalist denomination of Great Britain 
has been organized. 


The Vatican’s prohibition of Catholic 
participation in joint services with non- 
Catholics ought to go far to close up the 
National Conference of Christians and 
Jews. But a German speaker over the 
Vatican radio insists that it was aimed 
primarily at German Catholics, possi- 
bly at those of South Germany who 
have engaged in Bible study in classes 
with Protestants. This would give far 
greater concern than all the “brother- 
hood” hokum. Bible reading has been 
commended of late years by Pius XII, 
and there has been a remarkable growth 
of Bible study among French Catholics 
also. The reading in church of por- 
tions of Scripture in French in certain 
parts of the liturgy has been adopted, 
and a commission has been formed for 
a new translation of the Bible. 

But to study the Bible with Protes- 
tants —that would be too dangerous! 

For ten days, last May, a Bible Expo- 
sition was held in the French provincial 
city of Macon, in the Protestant chapel 
and adjoining hall. Among others at 
the opening was Mgr. Corrand, pro- 
vicar of the Cathedral, and members 
of the city government, and judges. 
There were facsimiles of the great manu- 
scripts — the Vaticanus and Sinaiticus — 
of Hebrew and Armenian Old Testa- 
ment texts; also translations, both by 
Catholics and Protestants. Some of these 
were borrowed from the convent libra- 
ries of Macon and Cluny. 

Such was the interest, that the exposi- 
tion was prolonged ten days. It was 
visited by all the Catholic clergy, both 
secular and regular, members of the 
teaching corps, pupils in the normal 
school and in the Convent de la Miséri- 
corde. “The priest listened to the same 
talk on the Refgrmation which was given 
to the future schoolteachers of the pub- 
lic schools, and the sisters of charity 
bent over the old and naive illustra- 
tions of Luther’s Bible with the same 
interest as Protestant deaconesses.” 

There were long and passionate con- 
versations with some, confidential con- 
fessions by others, exchange of opinions 
with various believers, public statement 
of our faith before groups of from fif- 
teen to twenty people. The exposition 
was closed by pastors Eberhard and de 
Pury. 


The Russian Orthodox Church in 
America is opening a theological acad- 
emy in the buildings of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York. It will 
have access to Union’s facilities, but 
will be entirely independent. Among 
those on this new faculty will be the 
Rev. George Florovsky of the Orthodox 
Seminary in Paris; Professor Spector- 
sky, former president of Kiev Univer- 
sity; and Professor Arseniev, one-time 
professor in Warsaw University. This 
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seminary will probably train Greeks, 
Serbs, and Bulgarians as well as Rus- 
sian Orthodox, 

There is little doubt that Union is 
changing, and that Fosdick theology is 
passing into the background, so that the 
Orthodox seminary is not likely to be 
influenced overmuch by the heterodox, 
One thing,’ however, is certain. The 
Roman Church would give almost any- 
thing to have the’ new Russian Semi- 
nary established at the Catholic Uni- 
versity in Washington if that were 
possible. Anything that tends to keep 
the churches of Rome and Russia apart 
is a blessing for civilization. There are 
said to be a million Russians in the 
United States. 


Things of Rome.—The Canadian Reg- 
ister, the official weekly organ of Roman 
Catholicism in Canada, recently pub- 
lished on its editorial page a column 
entitsed “Strange, But True. Facts Lit- 
tle Known to Catholics.” In the number 
for January 10, 1948, under a picture of 
Mary, could be read the following fact: 

“The name of Our Lady is not men- 
tioned once in the Epistles of St. Paui. 
The name of Christ occurs more than 
200 times.” 

They might have added that the name 
of the Virgin is not to be found in the 
Epistles of Peter, James, or John either, 
Nor in the Book of the Revelation, nor 
in the Acts, save where she is mentioned 
in chapter one for the last time, as if 
reverently dismissing her from thie fur- 
ther history of the church. There she 
was praying with others for the coming 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Pleasant is the statement of Dr. Hans 
Asmussen, German Lutheran leader, 
speaking in the Chicago Lutheran Semi- 
nary, in which he notes that Bible preach- 
ing in German Roman Catholic churches 
is increasing as a phase of the advancing 
Bible movement in that land. This com- 
mon interest in the Bible is bringing 
about increasingly friendly relations be- 
tween Catholicism and Protestantism in 
certain German areas. A _ Christian 
broadcasting station at Bamberg in Ba- 
varia is to be operated under joint Prot- 
estant and Roman’‘Catholic auspices ‘by 
Lutheran Bishop Meiser of Munich and 
Roman Catholic Bishop Kalb of Bam- 
berg. 


European Notes.—In 1900 the Free 
Church of Scotland rejoined the State 
Church from which it had gone out some 
sixty years previously. Has church union 
brought prosperity? Apparently not. 
There has been a marked loss of mem- 
bership, and although 151 fewer min- 
isters are required now than in 1939, 
there is a deficiency of 138 ministers. 
The Episcopal Church of Scotland mem- 
bership has also shrunk 26,000 during the 
past twenty-five vears. 

A French writer, M. Frederic Hoffet, 
apparently a Catholic, has published a 
took entitled 


“Protestant Irperialism., - 
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Considerations on the Unequal Destiny 
of Protestant and Catholic Peoples,” in 
which he calls attention to the fact thaf 
the dominating powers of. the world to- 
day are the two Protestant English- 
speaking nations and Russia with its 
Greek Church backgrgund. No Roman 
Catholic nation longer counts for much 
on the political chessboard. He insists 
that this political superiority is a conse- 
quence of the religious training of Prot- 
estantism which has given to its fol- 
lowers moral qualities of honesty, 
ability, initiative, sense of responsibility, 
discipline, love of work, sobriety, inde- 
pendence. If there is a weakening of 
belief, he adds, there is still a moral 
momentum which non-Protestant peo- 
ple do not have. 

The year 1946 was a record one to 
date for the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, but the report for 1947 goes be- 
yond it by £50,873, bringing total in- 
come up to£584,866. This is amazing in 
view of the financial straits in which 
the British people find themselves at 
present. 


Dr. Andrew Karsgaard of the Ameri- 
can Mission Hospital in Pakistan was on 
hand at the height of the great trek of 
Moslem and Hindu in the Punjab. In 
a camp of 175,000, that had been running 
for eight weeks, he found no sanitary 
facilities of any kind, although the peo- 
ple were suffering from diarrhea, dysen- 
tery, cholera, and typhoid. The flood 
had left its deposit of respiratory infec- 
tions. Many had gone blind from eye 
infections. Starvation was impending. 
Dr. Karsgaard was immediately mobbed 
by people shouting for help. “The miil- 
ing throngs, the myriad flies, the stench, 
the hopelessness and helplessness of all 
left a picture never to be forgotten. In 
our few days’ stay we succeeded in inoc- 
ulating 25,000 people against cholera, in 
dispensing medicine to about 15,000, and 
in daily inchlorinating 25 wells.” 

A later bulletin from him tells of chil- 
dren dying of starvation, full-blown cases 
of smallpox walking about, cholera kill- 
ing in six hours, 

“Troops have walked with one hundred 
thousand people at a time, sirung along 
the highway, and some of our units have 
gone along with them, picking up the 
sick, delivering babies, vaccinating 
against smallpox and cholera. At times 
attempts were made to handle the prob- 
lem by mass production methods with 
separate lanes for eyes, pneumonias, 
malarias, dysenteries, and so on — nurses 
dispensing while the sole doctor super- 
vised the treatment of thousands, 

“We now have the problem of helping 
these refugees to withstand the cold win- 
ter and get them established. Discus- 
sions are being held with government 
officials about mission hospitals taking 
charge of the medical care of certain 
camps.” 

All of which would not have been 
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necessary if Gandhi had not fasted the 
British Raj out of India. 

A Scotch missionary, the Rev. John 
Nelson, writes in Life and Work of a 
little Christian community of twenty- 
six with a preacher. They were driven 
from their homes by the local Moslems 
and then, a mile or two south of the 
village, they were overtaken by Pathans, 
who had heard that they were Chris- 
tians, and all were murdered. 

Christians are now faced with hunger. 
During the troubles, reports came in 
daily that Christians were being rob- 
bed of their cattle. Two million Mos- 
lem refugees have poured into Pakistan, 
and the land of Hindus and Sikhs is 
being distributed to them. Thousands 
of Christians who once worked on these 
farms are displaced. The Moslem dis- 
trict commissioners promise fair treat- 
ment to Christians, but in many dis- 
tricts it is impossible to get their orders 
enforced. “We who have been brought 
up in a civilization relatively Christian 
can hardly visualize the degree of cor- 
ruption and degradation possible in a 
Moslem country. Yet—see the Chris- 
tians in their little churches at worship, 
and what grand courage and faith is 
there.” 


Those Who Go To Foreign Fields Min. 
ister To the Sick and Needy.—Here is 
an instance where their devotion has 
been repaid by native Christians. Mr. 
Eric Frykenberg, missionary of the Con- 
servative Baptists in India, was recently 
taken with a serious spinal difficulty. 
“About a score of Indian Christians came 
in daily to offer prayer, and brought 
little gifts, especially of things that are 
rationed and hard to get in India. It 
surely touched my heart, and made me 
thank God for them all. The doctor’s 
order was thirty days flat on my back 
without even turning... . 

“Well, on the eleventh day a widow 
and her uncle came in to pray. They 
surely know the Lord, and it felt like 
a mighty current of fire going through 
my body, spine and all. I sat up, and 
have been up ever since — to God alone 
be all praise and glory! It is all a mir- 
acle to me. Those eleven days on my 
back were precious beyond words.” 

Here is a note of similar sort. Last 
year African pastors visited Switzerland 
to speak of revival in their lands and to 
stir the revival spirit in Europe. Among 
them were Pastor Rafety of Madagas- 
ear, Pastor Kinuka of Ruanda, and 
Evangelist William T. ‘ Nagenda of 
Uganda, 


Brief Notes 


A press dispatch recounts the payment 
by a former soldier to the Government 
for thefts of clothing when stationed at 
a quartermaster’s warehouse at Fort Dix, 
He explained that he had entered a mis- 
sionary training school after leaving the 
Army and “his first convert was himself.” 
A good phrase to remember. 
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Lesson for January 2 
° 


Previewing the Uniform Lessons 
for 1949 


(Continued from second page) 


can impart it to others and win them 
for Christ. But when asked to abandon 
a uniform lesson system and. to teach 
lessons that must have lengthy and in- 
volved and difficult preparation, their 
reply to the superintendent will often 
be, “Well, perhaps you had better get 
someone else to teach those lessons.” 

The uniform lesson plan makes it 
possible for a school to conduct a single 
lesson study period for the preparation 
of all or most of its teachers. 

Finally, but by no means of least im- 
portance, a uniform lesson makes it pos- 
sible for the entire family daily to fol- 
low the lesson theme around the family 
altar. Where Mother and Father are 
studying one lesson and the young folks 
are studying others, this is impossible, 

It has been said of THe SunDAY SCHOOL 
Tres that its reason for speaking out, 
recently, against a certain new lesson 
system was a financial one and prompted 
by the fact that it has uniform lesson 
helps to offer. The reasons outlined 
above should make it clear that, to the 
contrary, THe Sunpay ScnHoot TIMES 
supports the uniform lesson principle be- 
cause it believes it is the most practical 
and most useful system for the aver- 
age American Sunday school, 

As in 1948, THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes 
will continue through the coming year 
to publish helps on the International 
Uniform Lessons. It is well, therefore, 
on’ the threshold of. the new year to 
look ahead and catch a bird’s-eye view 
of the new year’s lessons. The Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons are now in the 
midst of a six-year cycle, extending from 
1945 to 1950. The first six months of 
1949 will be devoted to “The Life of 
Jesus Christ,” drawing the Scripture as- 
signments for the twenty-six lessons 
from all four of the Gospels. The special 
value of studying all four of the Gos- 
pels together has been emphasized by 
Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas. In his fine 
booklet, “How To Study the Four Gos- 
pels” (now unfortunately out of print), 
Dr. Thomas wrote: 

“At once comes the question as to why 
there should be four [Gospels] — why 
one would not have been sufficient; and 


also why, if more than one, there are’ 


only four. . . » There seems to be no 
doubt that the four are intended to ex- 
press different, yet connected, aspects of 
the life and ministry of our Lord. As 
it is often said, there are four Gospels 
anu one Christ; four records with 6ne 
purpose; and four pictures of the one 
Person — four methods of recording im- 
pressions of that Person. Matthew may 
be said to demonstrate; Mark to depict; 
Luke to declare; John to describe. Mat- 
thew is concerned with the coming of 
a promised Saviour; Mark with the life 
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of a powerful Saviour; Luke with the 
grace of a perfect Saviour; John with 
the possession of a personal Saviour, It 
is probable that no single Gospel could 
have set forth the fulness and glory of 
our Lord’s Person and Work.” 

In the third quarter, from July to 
September, the “Psalms of Ancient Is- 
rael” will be the theme, But the rich 
treasures of this portion of God’s Word 
were intended not only for ancient Is- 
rael, but for believers down through the 
years to this very day. This quarter, 
then, will give a blessed opportunity to 
make real to boys and girls, young men 
and women, and adults the Book that 
is often called the “devotional center 
of the Bible.” Calvin wrote of it: 

“What various and resplendent riches 
are contained in this treasury, it were 
difficult to find words to describe... . 
I am in the habit of calling this book, 
not inappropriately, ‘The Anatomy of All 
Parts of the Soul,’ for not an affection 
will any one find in himself, an image 
of which is not reflected in this mirror, 
Nay, all the griefs, sorrows, fears, mis- 
givings, hopes, cares, anxieties; in short 
all the disquieting emotions with which 
the minds of men are wont to be agi- 
tated, the Holy Spirit hath here pic- 
tured to the life.” 

The fourth quarter’s lessons are found 
in the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah, 
and are presented under the theme, “The 
Prophet Speaks.” Here, studies of God’s 
dealings with Israel and their applica- 
tion to the nations and peoples of this 


Say It With Pictures 
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day will bring timely help for an age 
when foundations seem to be shifting 
and there is great need for reorienta- 
tion to God’s perfect standards, and 
a recognition of His sovereignty, and of 
the certainty that He will require an 
accounting of men and of nations, which 
will find its culmination in the personal 
return of His Son to rule the earth, 

And so the 1949 International Uniform 
Lessons offer many exceptional oppor- 
tunities for Sunday school workers and 
teachers, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, to teach the great truths of three 
great portions of the Scriptures to 
classes of all ages. As usual, the TrmMes 
will contain, each week, more than six 
pages of unique and valuable helps in 
the Uniform Series, prepared by out- 
standing and experienced Sunday school 
workers, for adults, teen-agers, and little 
folks. There will also be a cartoon for 
each lesson, and occasional Golden Texts 
set to music. The Family Worship 
column, each week, will follow daily 
readings linked to the Uniform Lessons, 

If you have not already secured a list 
of the lessons for 1949, you may be glad 
to know that the Times has prepared 
such a list in convenient, pocket size. It 
contains, in addition to the over-all les- 
son titles and Scripture references, 
topics for various departments, Golden 
Texts, and the Devotional Readings. 
The lesson list may be obtained from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, for 15 
cents a copy, or $1.50 a dozen, 


Helping Juniors to learn more easily 


ESTS have shown that seventy per 

cent of what the average person 
learns comes through what he sees, and 
only about twelve per cent through hear- 
ing. Sometimes, Junior tgachers try to 
teach by appealing to the ear only. Just 
think what a waste there is in such a 
case and what an opportunity is being 
overlooked. 

One Junior teacher I know changes 
pictures monthly in her. room, and 
directs the pupils’ attention to them, and 
they talk about them. She also keeps 
a file of pictures clipped from magazines, 
quarterlies, and bought from denomina- 
tional publishing houses. These are 
indexed by subjects, such as, “Old Testa- 
ment”; “Jesus”; “The Parables”; “Holi- 
days”; “Seasons.” She looks through 
related subjects when she prepares her 
lesson and always finds a picture, or 
often several, to emphasize and clinch 
the teaching, making it easier for the 
child to remember. 

Of course if your school is provided 
with a projector, slides and films can 
be used effectively. 


By ESTHER MILLER PAYLER 


Pictures to be effective do not need 
to be ready made and just looked at. 
They can be drawn by the pupils on 
blackboards and paper. Maps, diagrams, 
charts, graphs are all attention-getting 
material, and give ideas at a glance that 
would take a long time to explain less 
graphically. 

One Junior teacher has a small black. 
board, and she always keeps on hand a 
supply of colored chalk. She illustrates 
stories as she tells them, or asks the chil- 
dren to do so. Sometimes before the lesson 
she draws a picture to be used in teach- 
ing the lesson. Blackboards are con- 
venient and useful in giving eye appeal 
to reinforce the lesson. In learning songs 
or Bible verses pictures or large-letter 
cards are also a help, enabling the chil- 
dren to learn faster. Usually black-and- 
white pictures are not as effective and 
attention-getting as colored ones. 

If you wish your children to learn 
more easily and remember, why not 
“say it with pictures’? 

GERMANTOWN, OHIO, 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. JANUARY 2. THE WORLD IN WHICH JESUS LIVED 


Matthew 22:15 to 23:39; Luke 2; 3:1-3; Galatians 4:1-5, printed text, Galatians 4: 4ab (ending with “Son”), 


Luke 2:1-7; Matthew 22:1 5, 16, 23ab (ending with ‘ 


‘resurrection’”’). (In this order.) 


Golden Text.—When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son.—Gal. 4:4 


Kine James VERSION 


Gal. 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son. 


Luke 2:1 And it came to pass in those days, that there-went 
out a decree from Czsar Augustus, that all the world should 
be taxed. 

2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was gover- 
nor of Syria.) 

3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judza, unto the city of David, which is called, 
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineagerof David:) 

5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with 
child. 

6 And so it was, that, while they were 


7 And.she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was 
no room for them in the inn. 


Matt. 22:15 Then went the Pharisees, 
they might entangle him in his talk. 

16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Hero- 
dians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest 
the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: for 
thou regardest not the person of men. 


23 The same day came to him the Sadducees, which say that 
there is no resurrection. 


and took counsel how 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 


accomplished that she should be delivered. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


ESUS was born in Bethlehem of 
J Judea in accordance with the pro- 

phetic Word (Mic. 5:2) in the days 
of what historians call the Pax Romana, 
that is, the Roman peace, when the im- 
perial power of Rome had been extended 
to the utmost limits of the then civil- 
ized world, and thus all nations were 
bound together into one great empire. 
Beyond its bounds were only barbarian 
peoples, who had no settled government 
nor any highly developed civilization. 
Palestine was thus subject to Rome and 
ruled by puppet kings or deputies known 
as procurators, appointed by the Em- 
peror. 

Throughout all these lands the old 
order was changing. Palestine was in 
a state of foment, while its people waited 
expectantly for the coming of the 
anointed One, that is, the Messiah, who 
was to deliver Israel from the Roman 
yoke and set up the Kingdom of God 
on earth. Among the Gentile nations 
the old idolatrous systems were losing 
their power over the hearts and minds 
of many, and stark atheism or mere 
philosophical speculative theories took 
its place. 

Into this shifting scene Jesus came, 
the eternal Son of God, taking human- 
ity into union with His deity, in order 
that He might accomplish our redemp- 
tion and bring in an entirely new order 
of regenerated men and women, owning 
the authority of God and seeking to 
bring all men into this place of bless- 
ing. The prophets of old had predicted 
His coming, and one great prophecy, 
Daniel 9, clearly indicated the time 
when He was to appear openly among 
men. As that time drew nigh, John the 
Baptist came to proclaim its fulfillment 
(Mark 1:15) and to call men to repent- 


there, the days were 
% ~% “% b 4 


ance. Many in Israel obeyed the .call, 
but the leaders of the people refused to 
heed the message, and so became the 
bitter opponents of Jesus later on, 


The Historical Setting. 


According to the chronology used in 
most of our editions of the Bible, Jesus 
was born four years before the begin- 
ning of the period we call Anno Domini. 
The reason for this. apparent contra- 
diction is that in computing the begin- 
ning of the new era there was a mis- 
understanding as to the year of Herod’s 
death. We now know that Jesus must 
have been born at least four years earlier 
than previously supposed, 

Verse by Verse 

Gal. 4:4—“Wheng.the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth his Son.” 
That is, when the appointed time had 
arrived when the Messiah was to come 
to Israel, God sent Jesus, who was His 
own eternal Son become flesh, in order 
to give Himself for our redemption, 

Luke 2:1.—“A decree from Cesar Au- 
gustus.” The Roman emperor gave the 
order that brought Joseph and Mary to 
Bethlehem at the exact time when 
Micah’s prophecy that the Christ was to 
be born there was to be fulfilled. 

Verse 2:—“This taxing was ... . when 
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.” This 
man Cyrenius was imperial commis- 
sioner to Syria ten years earlier, but 
also governor there at the date given by 
Luke, 

Verse 3—“All went to be taxed... 
into his own city.” According to Jewish 
polity, each person was enrolled for tax- 
ation ‘in the city of his birth. 

Verse 4.—“Joseph also went up from 
Galilee . ..,. unto the city. of .David, 
which is called, Bethlehem.” Lineally 
descended from David, through Solomon, 
he was legal heir to the throne. . It was 


necessary that he go to David's city to 
be taxed, 


‘world He had Himself created. 


righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 


and used by permission. 


Verse 5.—“With Mary his espoused 
wife, being great with child.” The Re- 
vised Version, following the most an- 
cient. manuscripts, simply reads, “With 
Mary, who was betrothed to him.” She 
was a Virgin still, although about to bear 
a child. 


Verse 6.—“While they were there, the 
days were accomplished.” God saw to 
it that they arrived in Bethlehem - in 
time for His Word to. be fulfilled to the 
letter. : 

Verse T.—<"She brought forth her first- 
born son.” Not in the splendor of a 
palace, but in the crude accommodations 
of a stable was Christ born into ‘the 
Instead 
of a comfortable crib with costly cov- 
erings, He~ was cradled in a manger, 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, for “there 
was no room for them in the inn.’ How 
this tells out the condition of the hearts 
of men, whom He came to save! 

Matt, 22:15.—“Then went the Phari- 
sees, and took counsel how they might 
entangle him in his talk.” <A generation 
had elapsed sincé His lowly birth. The 
time had come to present Himself to 
Israel for their acceptance of -Him as 
their King. But the leaders failed to 
recognize in the lowly Jesus the glori- 
ous Messiah for whom the nation had 
waited so long. Instead of receiving Him 
gladly and giving heed to His teaching, 
they resorted to all kinds of evasions 
and rhetorical tricks.in order to cause 
Him to appear absurd and ridiculous in 
the eyes of the common people. But 
His wisdom was such that they could 
not subvert His instruction. 

Verse 16.—“Their disciples with the 
Herodians.” No two groups were more 


antagonistic than the rigid, legal Phari- 
sees and the worldly-minded Herodians, 
a party in Judea who fraternized with 
the Romans and turned away from the 
strict principles of Judaism; but these 
two groups joined together in their an- 
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tagonism to and rejection of the Christ 
of God, 


Verse 23.—“The same day came to him 
the Sadducees.” These were gross mate- 
rialisis, who denied the truth of the Res- 
urrection and did not believe in angels 
or spirits, but they, too, could join with 
their ecclesiastical and theological op- 
ponents in rejecting the Lord of Glory. 
How all this tells out the incorrigible 
evil of the natural heart, in which there 
is no room for Jesus until the Holy 
Spirit awakens the soul to a sense of 
its deep need and so directs the mind 
to Him who alone can meet that need, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The great truth that this lesson sug- 
gests is that the world, as such, has no 
place for Jesus as the sinner’s Saviour 
and the authoritative Lord. He was 
crowded out, as it were, at His birth. 
He has been the object of hatred and 
enmi’y ever since.. We need to remem- 
ber that unbelief, on the one hand, or 


faith, on the other, are not dependent - 


on intellectual difficulties or logical ar- 
guments. The secret of both is the state 
of the conscience. Where one is deter- 
mined to go contrary to what he knows 
to be right, he will continue in unbelief 
and refuse to submit to the authority 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. When one 
repents of his sins and honestly seeks 
deliverance from them, he will have no 
difficulty in believing the record God 
has given of His Son (1 John 5:11). It 
may safely be said, without fear of suc- 
cessful contradiction, that if one pro- 
fesses to have intellectual difficulties 
about believing the Bible or accepting 
Christ as the Son of God, it is because 
he is living in some sin which the Bible 
condemns, from which he does not wish 
to be delivered, but in which he is de- 
termined to continue. Unjudged sin is 
responsible for lack of faith in the tes- 
timony God has given concerning His 
Son, 


Lesson Outline 

THE UNWANTED SAVIOUR 

1. The fulfillment of God’s plan (Gal. 
4: 4) 

2. The emperor’s edict (Luke 2:1) 

3. The royal city (vs, 2-5) 

4. The appointed time (vs. 6, 7) 


5. The rejected Messiah (Matt, 22:15, 
16, 23) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Fullness of Time. We may wonder 
why God permitted so many centuries 
to elapse before fulfilting the primeval 
prophecy concerning the advent of the 
Seed of the woman, who was to bruise 
the serpent’s head. But He had other 
plans which He was working out first. 
He allowed man, and specially Israel, 
the nation which He had taken into 
covenant relationship with Himself, to 
demonstrate the absolute impossibility 
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Last Week's Lesson 


13. December 26.—Apocalyptic Litera- 
ture in the Bible. Daniel 7; Reve- 
lation 1; 4:8b, 11; 11:15b; 15:3b, 

4; 21; 22 


Next Week's Lesson 


2. January 9.—Sources of Our Knowl- 
edge of Jesus. Mark 2:13, 14; 
Luke 1:1-4; John 20:30, 31; 21:25; 
Acts 1:1; 20:35; 1 Corinthians 
11:23-25; 15:3-8; Colossians 4:14; 

1 John 1:1-4 








of salvation by human effort. Tested in 
many different ways, it was clearly 
proved that there is no power in the 
flesh Ao produce fruit for God. It was 
to a world spiritually bankrupt that 
Jesus came to lavish upon men the riches 
of His grace. 


Summaries and Applications 


Back of all the events of history is 
God’s overruling providence. All the 
affairs of nations are in accordance either 
with His will or are ordered by His 
permission. 

Cesar Augustus did not know that his 
decree was in order that the Word of 
God spoken through the Hebrew prophet 
Micah seven hundred years before, might 
be fulfilled, 


It is a sad evidence of man’s hostility 
to Christ that men of the most diverse 
views can join together in spurning His 
love and refusing allegiance to Him as 
Lord, 


It is still true that im many places 
where men congregate there is no room 
for Jesus. Has He found room in our 
hearts? 

It is not enough to acknowledge the 
historical facts concerning Jesus. We 
must receive Him ey faith for ourselves 
if we are to enjoy the deliverance He 
came to bring. 


Wuvona LAKE, IND. 


1-3 
Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HAT great principle is suggested in 
the phrase, “the fulness of the time’’? 


2. Where, in the Old Testament, do 
we see God waiting, and making His serv- 
ants wait, for a fullness of time? 


3. What world conditions marked the “ful- 
ness of time” for the coming of our Lord? 


4. What place did the nation Israel occupy 
in the world to which Jesus came? 


5. How is the census of Luke 2 related to 
that mentioned in Acts 5:37? 


6. Into what double “yoke” was our Lord 
born? 


7. Where did Joseph intend to make his 
home after the birth of Jesus? 


8. What religious condition existed in Is- 
rael in the days of our Lord? 


9. What epithet did Jesus apply to the 
teachings of these groups? 


10. In what did these three parties unite? 
(Answers on page 1147) 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Befrre the Lesson.—Holy 
and gracious Father, who in the fullness 
of the time sent the Saviour to our per- 
ishing world, we thank Thee for the 
difference His coming made. We praise 
Thee that wherever men know and trust 
Christ, sin is checked, right is strength- 
ened, love and sympathy abound, and 
joy and hope brighten men’s lives. Help 
us never to forget our debt to Jesus 
Christ, nor our duty to share the Gospel 
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with those who wait to hear it. Bless 
our missionaries in far-off places. See 
them through all difficulty and danger, 


and bless their work by bringing many 
to the Saviour. Make this new year 
for us one of greater faithfulness to 
Thee, one in which right and truth, love 
and peace shall abound in us, and our 
lives bring honor to Thee and blessing 
to others. Send brighter days to those 
who are sick, all who sorrow, and any 
in want. May the Lord Jesus soon re- 
turn to reign, and evil be fully over- 
thrown, all to His and Thine dwn glory. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson—To a man who was 
using the Saviour’s name in profanity, 
a minister said, “My friend, you and I 
owe too much to Jesus Christ to use 
His name that way.” That was a wise 
and true word, 

We have only to think of the world 
as it was when Christ came to see the 
difference His coming has made, and how 
much we owe to Him. The world to 
which the Saviour came was a world 





AKE YOUR MOTTO 
ISSIONS FIRST 


that permitted slavery. Three out of 
five people in Romg were slaves, and no 
one cared about it. It was a world that 
did little for the sick, the poor, the 
homeless, and the aged. It was a world 
without hospitals, orphanages, or old 
people’s homes. It was a cruel world, 
too. Its laws permitted a Roman father 
to sell, enslave, or kill his children. Its 
people crowded huge arenas to watch 
men fight each other, or fight wild ani- 
mals, to the death. And that is the sort 
of world in which you and I would be 
living yet had Christ not come. What 
is more, it is the kind of world in which 
heathen people still live, a world where 
sin is unchecked and suffering unre- 
lieved by the Gospel. And that is why 
the first business of every Christian is ° 
to get the Gospel to people who have 
never heard it. What are we doing 
about it? 


Vancouver, B. C., Can, 
w 


Thé power of prayer is gone if I lose 
the sense of seeing Him by faith.—Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. 
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The Bysy Men’s Comer 


By Tom M. Olson 


N 31 B.C., Octavius defeated Mark 
Antony at the battle of Actium, and 

became master of the Roman Empire. 
He gdesired a title other than “King,” 
hence was given that of “Augustus.” 
This title has been described as imply- 
ing “respect and veneration beyond what 
is bestowed on human beings.” It can 
easily be seen how this contributed to 
the idolatrous practice of worshiping 
Ceesar. 

Although Augustus did not openly es- 
tablish a fmonarchy, he organized a 
standing army of 300,000 men. He ren- 
dered lip service to the former Roman 
Republic, but nothing more. According 
to the historian, Swinton: “The senate 
still sat, but it did little more than vote 
what Augustus wished; the people still 
met in their assemblies and elected con- 
suls and magistrates, but only such per- 
sons were elected as had been proposed 
or recommended by the emperor... , 
The almost uninterrupted festivities, 
games, and distribution of corn, and the 
like, kept the people out of politics; and, 
what through degeneracy, and what 





“The Sadducees--say--there is NO resurrection” “3455 


Sometimes Say It 
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through despair, they were willing to be 
out of politics.’ (Sounds very much 
like conditions prevailing in various 
parts of the world teday !) 

As a matter of policy, Augustus 
favored the Jews and endeavored to keep 
them contented. He even had daily sac- 
rifices offered in the Temple of Jerusalem 
at his expense. The morals of the peo- 
ple generally were very low. And from 
the many references to demons ih the 
four Gospels, it is apparent that spiritism 
was rampant, 


“But when the fulness of the time was 
come .. .” (Gal, 4:4).—The prophet 
Daniel, more than five hundred years 
before, had predicted the time of the 
coming of the Messiah (Dan. 9:25). The 
godly remnant in Israel represented by 
Zacharias, Elisabeth, Joseph, Mary, Sim- 
eon, Anna, and others, knew ‘the time 
had come and were “looking for the re- 
demption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38, 
R.V.). 

Another thought in connection with 
“the fulness of time” is this, It was the 
fullness of the time of man’s trial apart 
from Christ. Forty in Scripture is the 
number of full trial, testing, and proba- 
tion. In round figures, forty centuries 
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James Emerson Russell 


question: 


December 18, 1948 


of testing had been completed. Man had 
been tried under the dispensations of 
Innocence, Conscience, Human Governry 
ment, Promise, and Law, and had proved 
himself a failure all along the line. Now 
God was sending forth His Son, not 
merely to help, but to redeem, 

It is only when man realizes his sin, 
failure, and helplessness that he turns 
to Christ. It is, as the converted atheist, 
James Proctor, sang: 

I've tried in vain a thousand ways 

My fears to quell, my hopes to raise; 

But what I need, the Bible says, 

Is ever only Jesus. 

“Because there was no room for them 
in the inn” (Luke 2:7).—It was filled 
with other, and less important. person- 
ages. Had the guests been the least bit 
observant and considerate of Mary, they 
could have sacrificed some of their per- 
sonal comfort for her sake. 

The following incident related in the 
War Cry reveals the sad fact that there 
is still very little, if any, room in the 
inn of man’s thought, heart, and life for 
the Son of God. “Not so long ago a 
professor of psychology in one of our 
great universities gave a word-sugges- 
tion test to his class of forty students. 
He instructed them to write the word 
‘Christmas,’ and all the class did so. 
‘Now,’ said the professor, ‘write after the 
word “Christmas” the first thought that 
flashes through your mind regarding that 
day.’ When the papers were turned in, 
such answers were given as ‘tree,’ ‘holly,’ 
‘mistletoe,’ ‘gifts, ‘turkey,’ ‘holiday,’ 
‘carols,’ and ‘Santa Claus,’ but not one 
of the forty had written ‘the birth of the 
Saviour’ !” 

“Then went the Pharisees, and took 
counsel” (Matt. 22:15).—The Pharisees 
were the orthodox sect in Israel. They be- 
lieved in strict obedience to the Law, 
but according to their traditions.. The 
letter, not the spirit, consumed their 
thought; consequently they were found 
on the side of Christ’s enemies. 

Here they are observed deliberately 
taking counsel “how they might entangle 
him in his talk!” What a motive! They 
were soon to discover “there is no wis- 
dom nor understanding nor counsel 
against the Lord” (Prov. 21:30). 

When the Lord Jesus answered their 
“Is it lawful to give tribute 
unto Cesar, or not?” by saying: “Ren- 
der therefore unto Cesar the things 
which are Cesar’s; and unto God the 
things that are God’s . . . they mar- 
velled, and left him, and went their 
way.” 

Why leave Him? Why go “their 
way”? Why not remain in His presence 
and go His way? Why not start in giv- 


ing to Him, God the Son, “the things 


that are God’s”? What clearer manifes- 
tation of their trué character could one 
receive than their actions revealed on 
this occasion? 

Repentance, faith, love, worship, serv- 
ice, and spiritual sacrifices are “the 
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things that are God’s” from us. Are we 
rendering them to Him? I think of the 
expression “to Czesar the things which 
are Cesar’s” in connection with notices 
,of public sales of property. The owner 
* tailed to pay the taxes, so his property 
was taken from him and sold for taxes, 
Those who fail to render to God the 
things that are God’s will suffer a far, 
far greater loss! 


Wawona, CALIF, 
w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, for the next six months 
our lessons will be taken up with 
the life arid teachings of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This study is full of wonderful 
possibilities; it could revolutionize your 
life. How you approach it and follow 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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through will determine the measure of 
blessing you get out of it— will deter- 
mine how much richer you will be in 
your knowledge of this wonderful Per- 
son, and how much closer will be your 
companionship with Him, and that means 
more power to live the Christian life! 
Oh, fellows, let’s pray right now that 
we won't miss it. Indeed, I wish you 
fellows would join me every week in 
that prayer. It would be a great strength 
to me to know that you are doing this, 
and every fellow who will write me 
that he is asking the Holy Spirit to be 
his Teacher all the way through this 
vital course will receive a reply of ap- 
preciation from me; and I'll put your 
own personal “Little Jett” on it. (See 
my address below.) 

In today’s text we have a glimpse of 
the kind of world into which Jesus came, 
and His reason for coming: “to redeem 
them that were under the law [under 
condemnation to death], that we might 
receive the adoption of sons” (Gul. 4:4). 
Jesus wanted you and me to be heirs 
of God and joint-heirs with Him (Rom. 
8:16, 17). This was for all who would 
believe on Him. It would seem, don’t 
you think, fellows, that the Son of God 
leaving His home in Heaven and coming 
here to this old sin-cursed earth, for a 
purpose like that would have a won- 
derfully glad reception. \ My ! what a joy- 
ous time it should have been! . But it 
wag not. Nobody met Him at the train 
or the plane or the bus. A very few 
whom He sought out believed in Him 
and tried to appreciate Him. The great 
mass Of people rejected Him. The Phari- 
sees and the Sadducees, the ecclesiastical 
leaders, the yery ones who should have 
understood most clearly the purpose and 
the circumstances of His coming —for 
they knew the Old Testament promises 
—these were the ones who were at 
once His avowed enemies. They used 
every means in their power to influence 
the multitudes against Him. They got 
together and laid their schemes to dis- 
credit Him. One method was an attempt 
to “entangle him in his talk,” and they 
sneakingly went to Him in the guise of 
honest, sincere inquirers, thinking in 
their smartness they could confuse Him 
and cause Him to make conflicting state- 
ments. Ah, He was so patient with them, 
too; in every instance giving them such 
a clear and satisfying answer (to any 
who wanted to understand) that “they 
marvelled, and left him, and went their 
way” (Matt. 22:22—read all of verses 
15 to 33), for “they were astonished at his 
doctrine.” Then they set about to ac- 
cuse Him falsely to the Sanhedrin, that 
they might put Him to death. In this, 
by God’s permissive will, they succeeded. 

Now I think it might be interesting for 
you to decide what you would have done, 
if you had been living in Palestine at 
that time. I am confident you will say 
at once, “I would never have treated 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, that way !” 


(V1) 1343 


Well, maybe not; but just how are you 
treating Him right now? He ‘could not 
come into your life back there in the first 
century, because you were not living 
then. But He has come in this year of 
1949, and in a very real sense is here 
more understandably in the Spirit than 
He was in the flesh over nineteen hun- 
dred years ago. Even Saul of Tarsus, 
who afterward was known as St. Paul 
the great apostle, misjudged Him at first. 
But now there is no excuse, The Holy 
Spirit has cleared up every possible 
doubt about the genuineness, the won- 
der, the power, and the redeeming love 
of our Lord and Saviour. Nineteen cen- 
turies of history and the testimony of 
millions and millions of God’s saints 
would in any court of law unquestion- 
ably ideritify Him. And the Holy Spirit, 
Himself, bears witness to our spirit that 
He is the Christ of God. Have you ac- 
cepted Him? Do you bear your testi- 
mony to His reality and to His claims 
upon you? ‘Are you living a life con- 
sistent with such a profession of faith? 
That is the mark of your reception of 
Him, and the recognition of His presence 
in the world today — your 1949 world. 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
THe Wori”D IN WuIcH Jesus LIVED 


ee to be given the week 
before: (1) Helen, please be pre- 
pared to show us on the map the extent 
of the Roman Empire in the time of 
Christ, and locate for us Rome, Jeru- 
salem, and Bethlehem. (2) Donna, 
please be prepared to tell us what ‘you 
find out about the occupations of the 
people. It would be fine if you could 
read through one or more of the Gos- 
pels this week, looking for hints as to 
what people were doing and how they 
lived. Here are some special references 
for you: Matthew 4:18; Luke 5:2; Mat- 
thew 13; Matthew 12:1; Matthew 20:1; 
21:33; Matthew 18:12; John 10. (3) Joyce, 
please be prepared to discuss the sub- 
ject of the rich and poor— Luke 16:19, 
20; 21:1-4. (43 Gloria, pleasé be pre- 
pared to discuss something of the spirit 
of the times — John 4:9 and Luke 23:14. 
(5) Gladys, please be prepared to dis- 
cuss the difference between the Bible as 
we have it now, and the Old Téstament 
scroll used by the Jews when Christ 
came. After class I will give you a box 
containing a Hebrew scroll and an in- 
formation sheet which you may study. 
(6) Verna, see what you can find out 
about the scribes and Pharisees — Mat- 
thew 23:13-28; Mark 7:1-14; Luke 12:1. 
(7) Mary, see what you can find out 
about the Sadducees from Matthew 22: 
23-29. 


For the next two quarters we are 
going to study the life of Jesus Christ 
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when He was here on earth. As we 
study, we must always remember that 
He was God as well as man. He came 
into this world to save sinners. God 
cannot die, so it was necessary for Christ 
to come in the form of man in order 
that He might die for our sins. He came 
as a babe, and grew up on this earth 
so that He could be our example as well 
as our Saviour (see 1 Pet, 2:21). But 
we cannot take the first step in follow- 
ing Him until we have received Him as 
our Saviour. 

Our lesson today is called, “The World 
in Which Jesus Lived.” Let us remem- 
ber first of all that He made the world 
(John 1:10). He made it “in the begin- 
ning.” In Proverbs 8:31 we read that 
He was “rejoicing in the habitable part 
of his earth”; and His “delights were 
with the sons of men.” The Lord Jesus 
had visited the earth in Old Testament 
times. In the company of “two angels 
He had visited His friend Abraham 
(Gen. 18). He had walked with Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abed-nego in the 
midst of the burning, fiery furnace (Dan. 
3). But today we are thinking of the 
time when He came here to live for 
thirty-three years. 

God planned before the foundation of 
the world exactly when Christ should be 
born in Bethlehem. “The fulness of 
time” means that Christ came at that 
exact time in the history of the world. 

Our problem today is to find out, as 
much as we can in such a short time, 
what the world was like when Christ 
came. What was its condition politically, 
socially, economically, and religiously? 

Turn to Luke 2:1-7, and let us read 
it together. Who was ruler at the time 
of Christ’s birth? Over how much did 
he rule? Were his laws obeyed? Now 
Helen will show us the extent of the 
Roman Empire at the time of Christ. 
Show us Rome, which was then the capi- 
tal of the world. Herod reigned as king 
of the Jews (Matt. 2:1), but he was un- 
der the Roman Government. Show us 
Jerusalem, the capital of Palestine, and 
Bethlehem, where Jesus was born. 

Donna will tell us what she found 
out about the occupations of the people, 
(Fishing, farming, sheep-raising, and so 
forth.) Now Joyce will tell us what she 
found out about the rich and the poor. 
(Some were rich and some were very, 
very poor.) Now, Gloria, please tell us 
what you found out about the spirit of 
the times. (The world was full of preju- 
dice and intolerance. The people who 
were Roman citizens belonged to the 
most privileged class. With sufficient 
money, a man could buy Roman citizen- 
ship [Acts 22:28]. The Romans looked 
down on the Jews. The Jews looked 
down on all Gentiles and had no deal- 
ings with the Samaritans even, although 
they had some Israelite blood in their 
ancestry [John 4:9]. They despised 
Jews like Zacchzeus, who collected taxes 
for the Roman Government. Even after 
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the disciples had companied with Christ 
for some time, they were ready to call 
down fire upon their enemies [Luke 9: 
54], and to forbid another to serve the 
Lord unless he followed with them 
[Luke 9:49]. Socially, there were great 
barriers among men.) 

Religiously, the Jews were better off 
than any other nation on earth, because 
they had the Old Testament, which had 
been given to them by God. 
printing had not yet been discovered, 
every copy had to be made by hand. 
The Jews insisted that the sacred Scrip- 
tures be copied with the greatest care, 
so if a single mistake were found in 
a manuscript the whole thing was de- 
stroyed. Because of this great care they 
had, at the time of Christ, and still have, 
copies of the Word of God in which they 
could place complete confidence. We 
owe the Jews a debt of gratitude for 
the careful preservation of the Old Tes- 
tament though we know God was behind 
it. Gladys will show you a miniature 
copy of the Pentateuch written in He- 
brew, similar to those used in the time 
of Christ. 

But although they had preserved the 
Word of God so faithfully, the scribes 
and Pharisees did not obey it. Much is 
said about “the heart” in the Books of 
the Law. The Pharisees paid no atten- 
tion to this, but were greatly concerned 
about outward forms. Verna will tell 
us what she found out about the scribes 
and Pharisees. (The doctrine of the 
scribes and Pharisees was hypocrisy. 
That is, it-consisted only in outward acts 
done to be seen of men. Outward ob- 
servances should spring from a heart 
full of love and devotion to God. He 
hates outward forms from those who do 
not love Him.) 

Another religious sect was called the 
Sadducees, Mary will tell us what she 
found out about them. Let us stop a 
minute or two and notice what things 
the Lord said had made them go wrong. 
(They did not know the Scriptures, nor 
the power of God.) I wonder if the 
Lord could say that to us today? Are 
we studying the Scriptures? If we do 
not, we will easily fall a prey to false 
doctrines as the Sadducees did. What 
do we know about the power of God? 
How can we learn more of His power? 
(From His Word, and by getting answers 
to prayer.) 

When. the Lord Jesus came, the world 
presented a dark picture. The Roman 
Government was one of the most ruthless 
the world has ever seen. The nation of 
Israel (the only one in touch with God 
at all), was largely controlled by scribes 
and Pharisees, whom the Lord over and 
over again called hypocrites. There were 
no hospitals. Lepers, blind, maimed, and 
even those demon-possessed roamed the 
streets at large. There were no welfare 
organizations, and the unfortunate had 
to beg. Hatred and intolerance and 
prejudice were on every hand. To such 


Since’ 


December 18, 1948 


a dark world Jesus came. But He is 
the true Light, and since He came, His 
followers have instituted public schools, 
hospitals, orphanages, and many other 
things which are often spoken of as 
products of our civilization. Whether 


‘they knew it or not, men owe to Christ 


all the blessings of our modern life. How 
we thank God that He sent forth His 
Son! To Him we owe the measure of 
security and happiness we enjoy in this 
life. And we thank Him still more for 
the eternal security and happiness we 
shall have because Christ came to this 
world and laid down His life for us on 
Calvary’s cross, 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


Miss Gunderson’s Scripture Cate- 
chism cards on “God the Son” and 
“The Work of Christ,” with ten 
questions and Scriptural answers on 
each, are appropriate for use with 
the lessons on the life of Christ. 
They may be had at 1 cent each from 
Miss Vivian Gunderson, Ferndale, 
Wash. 

w 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1949 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a rf aid for each 
illustration accepted, an for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” reference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
fimit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

If Christ Had Not Been Born.—And so 
it was, that, while they were there, the 
days were accomplished that she should 
be delivered (Luke 2:6). 

Suppose that Christ had not been born 

That far-away Judean morn. 

Suppose that God, whose mighty hand 

Created worlds, had never planned 

A way for man to be redeemed. 

Suppose the wise men only dreamed 

That guiding star whose light still glows 

Down through the centuries. Suppose 

Christ never walked here in men’s sight, 

Our blessed Way, and Truth, and Light. 

Suppose He counted all the cost, 

And never cared that we were lost, 

And never died for you and me, 

Nor shed His blood on Calvary 

Upon a shameful cross. Suppose 

That having died, He never rose, 

And there was none with power to save 

Our souls from death beyond the grave ! 

As far as piteous heathen know, 

These things that I’ve “supposed’’— are so ! 
—From Martha Snell Nicholson, in 
Wings and Sky. Sent by Mrs, Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Startling Contrasts.—She brought forth 
her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger (Luke 2:7). This little message 
the editor discovered a few years ago in 
a tract. We want to share it with you. 


“Jesus Christ was born in the meanest 
circumstances, but the air above was 
filled with the hallelujahs of the 
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Lesson for January 2 


heavenly host. His lodging was a cattle 
wen, but a star drew distinguished visi- 
tants from afar to do Him homage. His 
birth was contrary to the laws of life. 
His death was contrary to the laws of 
death. No miracle is so inexplicable as 
His life and teaching. He had no corn- 
fields or fisheries, but He could spread 
a table for 5,000 and have bread and 
fishes to spare. . . . Three years He 
preached His Gospel. He wrote no book, 
built no church, had no money back of 
Him. After 1,900 years, He is the one 
central character of human history, the 
perpetual theme of all preaching, the 
pivot around which the events of the 
age revolve, the only regenerator of the 
human race. Was it merely the son of 
Joseph and Mary who crossed the world’s 
horizon 1,900 years ago? Was it merely 
human blood that was spilled on Cal- 
vary’s hill for the redemption of sinners, 
and which has worked such wonders in 
men and nations through the centuries? 
What thinking man can keep from ex- 
claiming, ‘My Lord and my God!’”"— 
From Essex. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Petersburg, Va. Prize illustration. 


He Knows Man’s Trials and Burdens. 
—No room for them in the inn (Luke 
2:7). How similar are world conditions 
now and when Jesus was born! Now 
there is a housing shortage, then there 
was no room for Him in the inn, and 
later He had not where to lay His head, 
Many at present live in occupied coun- 
tries—so did He. Terribly false doc- 
trines are held and taught by religious 
leaders, and there is much unbelief even 
among nominal Christians. Christ had 
to contend with unbelief and wrong 
teaching among the Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees. Many in this world sigh under 
vexatious government regulations. So 
did the Lord Jesus and His contem- 
poraries. How tiresome it was that be- 
cause a census of population was to be 
taken, everyone must go back to his 
birthplace! Yet the decree of Cesar 
Augustus must be obeyed. He can sym- 
pathize with His own in all their per- 
plexities and burdens—From E, Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Soft Soap—The Pharisees ... sent 
. unto him their disciples with the 
Herodians, saying, Master, we know that 
thou art true, and teachest the way of 
God in truth, neither carest thou for 
any man: for thou regardest rot the 
person of men (Matt, 22:15, 16). Yes- 
terday a friend told me the story of a 
young woman who had been in the em- 
ploy of a certain man for twenty years, 
sticking to the job because her em- 
ployer promised that he would remem- 
ber her generously in his will. After 
he died, she found that most of his for- 
tune was left to others and she was 
given a pittance. In speaking of it, she 
said briefly, “Well, soft soap is half lye.” 
Not a bad way to sum up such smooth 
deceitfulness. Soft soap in words is at 
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least half lies many a time. The white 
lie is the commonest and perhaps the 
deadliest of current social sins—From 
the Presbyterian. Sent by B, M. Dobbin, 
Tingley, Iowa. 


True, Indeed !—The Sadducees, which 
say that there is no resurrection (Matt. 
22:23). A newspaper cutting referred 
to a striking story in an anonymous 
book of memoirs published not long ago, 
The writer met the woman who nursed 
the great agnostic, Professor J. H. 
Huxley, through his last illness. SHe® 
said that as he lay dying the great skep- 
tic ‘suddenly looked up at some sight 
invisible to mortal eyes, and, staring for 
a while, whispered at last, “So it is true.” 
—From “Fingertips on Glory,” by Regi- 
nald Kirby. Sent by M. H, James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


When the Mind Can Go No Further. 
—When the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son (Gal. 4:4, Golden 
Text). Recently I read the confession 
of a prominent minister of the Gospel in 
the old country, that he did his worst 
preaching on the greatest texts of Scrip- 
ture. I think I understand something of 
what he means. There are passages in 
the Word of God so profound that ‘the 
expositor reaches the point where his 
mind can go no further, where with 
trembling soul he can only adore and 
be still. Such a passage is in’ Colossians 
1:15-20: “... And he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist. .. .”"— 
From the Rev. Everett F. Harrison, in 
the Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, David City, Nebr. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
In the Land Where Jesus Was Born 
(Luke 2:25-34a) 

HE baby Jesus lay in His mother’s 

arms. The plod, plod, plod of the 
donkey’s feet rocked the sleeping baby. 
(A picture of the flight into Egypt, if 
the scene is not nighttime, might be 
suitable.) It was the baby’s first trip 
to church. There was no baby carriage, 
no bus to take the family to the big 
Temple in Jerusalem. So Joseph walked 
beside the donkey, and Mary and the 
little Lord Jesus rode. It took a long 
time, over an hour, to travel the five 
or six miles from Bethlehem to Jeru- 
salem. 

Back in Bethlehem, who knew about 
this very special baby? Yes, the shep- 
herds and those the shepherds had told. 
But in Jerusalem nobody would know. 
Joseph hitched the donkey somewhere. 
The little family entered the Temple 
court. Mary, like every other mother 
in the country when her first son was 
born, was bringing Him to God in the 
Temple. (Have you seen mothers and 
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daddies bring their babies to the froni 
of the church to dedicate them publicly 
to God?) The priest would take the 
baby in his arms, and pray. Then the 
child would be given back to his mother 
to bring up for God at home, and some 
money put in the offering box. 

Well, somebody in Jerusalem did know 
who the little Lord Jesus was! It wasn’t 
a shining angel who told him. It wasn't 
a priest in the Temple who knew. God 
Himself through the Holy Spirit had 
told Simeon, who was waiting and hop- 
ing-for Christ to come, that he would 
see Him before he died. Simeon was in 
the Temple when the parents brought in 
the baby Jesus. The Spirit of God made 
Simeon know this was the one. The 
old man took the baby in his arms, and 
thanked God for Him. (A picture may 
be used.) “Lord, now I am ready to 
die. As You promised, I have seen the 
Saviour with my own eyes. He is for 
everybody, for my people and also for . 
the whole world.” How Mary and 
Joseph marveled! Surely, their baby 
was to be someone special! Just as 
the angel had told Joseph before He 
was born, “Thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people from 
their sins” (Matt. 1:21, Memory Verse). 
Simeon prayed God’s blessing for the 
parents, 

While Simeon was speaking, an old 
lady named Anna, who looked and 
longed for the coming Saviour, heard 
and rejoiced to know who He was. She 
went out and told the others in Jeru- 
salem who were waiting for Him that 
He had come. How happy they must 
have been! At last, He was here! 

I do not know how many in Jerusa- 
lem Simeon and Anna told. How many 
are you going to tell this week? Are 
there children who do not know the 
story of the little Lord Jesus? Will 
your daddy and mother listen? May >e 
some old or sick person would like you 
to tell the story to them. And don’t for- 
get to give them the Memory Verse, for 
that tells why He came and what He 
can do. Perhaps you can tell a differ- 
ent person every day. Would you like 
a picture wheel to show them? 

Used Christmas cards. with nativity 
scenes or Sunday school lesson cards 
may furnish pictures. For each pupil 
make two circles of construction paper 
about 4% inches in radius. On one, 
paste four pictures with the bottom 
toward the center. Pictures might in- 
clude: Madonna, shepherds, Wise Men, 
Simeon (if available), or draw a cross 
and copy the Memory Verse.: In the 
other circle cut a V nearly to the center, 
large enough to expose one picture at 
a time on the first circle. Fasten the 
second circle over the first with a paper 
fastened at the center. The top circle 
may be swung to expose first one p‘<- 
ture and then another as the stories are 
told. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


NCE more a new year, and we begin 

six months’ study of the life of 
Christ. For this first quarter, I can think 
of no better plan than our old one of 
the clockface poster, with the numbers 
from I to XII around the edge, and XIII 
at the bottom. As all the lessons 
deal with the Lord Jesus Christ, get 
one of the pictures of the Lord as an 
artist sees Him, and put it in the center 
of the clock. Then as each lesson comes, 
have a picture that bears on the lesson. 
There are good pictures of so many 
scenes in the earthly life of the Lord 
that this is not hard to do. Little chil- 
dren love these stories, and you can give 
them a foundation knowledge of the 
Gospels right in your class. And if you 
tell them the simple story of salvation 
along with the lessons, many of your 
children will really become believers, 
and let the Holy Spirit come into their 
hearts. 

We have just been through the Christ- 
Mas season, with its emphasis on the 
birth of Christ, so we come naturally 
to our first lesson, “The Baby Jesus in 
the Temple.” 

Make ‘your approach to the child by 
asking the children if they have a baby 
at their house. So many have, and they 
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will want to tell you about their baby. 
Let them tell you a little, not enough 
to get boresome, or take too much time. 
It is much easier to get them to listen 
to you, if ycu have listened to them. 

Do you know how old Jesus was when 
His mother and Joseph took Him to the 
Temple? He was forty days old, for 
that was the law of Moses, that a mother 
should bring an offering of two turtle 
doves or two young pigeons to the Tem- 
ple when h:: baby was forty days old, 
to sacrifice to the Lord. So, you see, He 
was a little baby, not two months old. 

There was a very good man named 
Simeon, who had been looking for the 
Lord Jesus to come for a long time, and 
the Holy Spirit led him to go into the 
Temple just at that time, and God 
showed him that the tiny babe was 
Christ the Lord, and he praised the Lord 
that he had seen the Saviour. 

Then a very old woman named Anna, 
who was a prophetess, came in just at 
that time, and she praised God, and told 
those who were looking for the Messiah 
to come, that this was He. 

Many people did not believe that a 
little baby could be the Son of God, be- 
cause they were expecting Him to come 
as a great king, but they were mixed 
up about Christ’s two comings. He 
came the first time as a babe in a poor 
home, but when He comes again, He will 
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come in the clouds in great glory, so 
that men will cry for the rocks and 
mountains to fall on them and hide them* 
from His face, if they do not love Him. 
But to those who believe in Him, His 
coming will be welcome, they will be 
glad, and they will be changed, in a 
twinkling of an eye, so they can look 
on His glory. ‘ 

And this very same Jesus who came 
as a tiny baby, born in a manger, died 
on the cross for the sin of the world, 
your sin and mine, and if we believe in 
Him, we will go to be with Him forever, 

Maybe you children think you are not 
‘sinners. Well, I wonder. Did you ever 
do one naughty thing —just one? Then 
you are a sinner. If you had not had 
sin in your heart, you would not have 
done one wrong thing in your life— 
Jesus never did, because He had no sin. 


- But all the rest of us are sinners, and 


must have a Saviour, or else be punished 
for our sin by going to hell. I am sure 
every one of you want to ask Jesus to 
be your Saviour today, and come into 
your heart, and keep you from sin. May 
you each make this your prayer: 

Into my heart, into my heart, 

Come into my heart, Lord Jesus, 

Come in today, 

Come in to stay, 

Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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“Che Light Which Shines Too Bright” 


“And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not” (John 1:5) 


“A few days ago,” writes a Hebrew Christian brother in Germany, “we received a food parcel from you. My 
wife and three children received it with thankful hearts and with visible joy. When I returned home from my 
missionary tour visiting Jewish displaced persons, I could still see the radiance and the joy reflected in the faces of 


At of love shines almost too bright for our dimmed eyes. How bright is the light 

earts of believers in the land of America!: We greet all Christian friends in the fel- 

lowship of our Lord, who helped to prepare such joy.” 
At this Christmas season and all year round, it is our God-given privilege to bring such joy and light into the 

hearts and lives of men, women, and children, who for His sake have suffered more than flesh and b 

dure. It is a precious testimony for the undying and ever active love of our Saviour, a testimony of the highest _ 

potentiality in our hatred-ridden, and sorrow-marred days. ’ 

Ps... you help ug for His sake to bring sustenance to the hungry and weary, tidings of joy to the sorrowful and 


and the message of salvation to those yearning for His love? You will honor His nativity. best by sending 
your love gifts for His suffering brethren in their hour of testing and trial. 
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Lesson for January 2 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1141) 

1. God has a time set for all His works, 
and it is always the right time (see 1 Tim. 
2:6; 6:14, 15; Titus 1:3). 

2. See Genesis 15:16. 

3. The spreading of the Greek tongue as 
a lingua franca; the rise of the Roman 
power, with its emphasis on justice and its 
great roads; the breakup of the old religions. 


4. Israel was under the heel of Rome, but 
had a fair degree of autonomy and not a 
little cultural, political, and religious influ- 
ence. 


§. The one referred to in Acts took place 
about twelve years later, to the accompani- 
ment of nationalistic disturbances lacking in 
the garlier one. 

6. The yoke of the Law (Gal. 4:4), and 
the yoke of Rome. 


7. Apparently he intended to remain in 
Bethlehem, for he did not leave there till 
warned of God (Matt. 2:13), and only by a 
like warning went to Galilee on the return 
from Egypt (vs. 21, 23). 


8. Jewry was divided into Pharisees 
(legalists), Sadducees (anti-supernatural- 
ists), and Herodians (politicians and world- 
lings, not particularly a religious party). 


9. Leaven (Mark 8:15; Matt. 16:6). 
10. In their common enmity to Christ. 


w 
The Divine Method of Healing 


(Continued from page 1135) 


ment —the Healer who gave the 

laws of health to the Children of 

Israel, which were: 

2. (a) Sanitation. 
Deuteronomy 23:14—‘Camp 
kept clean.” 

(b) Sterilization of utensils. 
Leviticus 11—“Wash,” “rune 
ing water,” “fire.” 

(c) Diet and hygiene. 
Deuteronomy, 14th chapter. 
Leviticus, 11th chapter. 

(d) Quarantine. 

Numbers 5:4—“Outside the 
camp.” 

(e) Exercise—arranged for priests 
and others to serve in courses, 
Ezra 6:18—“They set ... the 
Levites in their courses.” 
Luke 1:5—“A certain priest 
... Of the course of Abia.” 

(f) Rest. 

Exodus 20:9, 10, 11—the Sab- 
bath Day. 
3. Christ’s healing may be through 
ad means. 

(a) Exodus 15:25—A tree healed 
poisonous water of Marah. 
Compare quinine, sulfanil- 
amide, etc. 

(b) 1 Timothy 5: 23—“Wine for thy 
stomach’s sake.” (The Greek 
word means’ unfermented 
wine.) 

(c) Revelation 22:2—“Leaves of 
the tree were for the healing 
of the nations.” 

(d) John 9:15, 16—-Christ put heal« 
ing virtue into clay as He 
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puts healing virtue into 
medicines and means today. 
4. Christ’s healing may be by mirac- 
ulous intervention. 
(a) Luke 5:17-22—The palsied man 
healed, 
(b) Luke 4:39—“He . . 
the fever.” 
(c) Luke 4:40—‘“He laid hands on 
» every one of them, and 
healed them.” (Note real 
cases of miraculous healing 
today. And ‘by miraculous 
healing we mean healing as 
“an event in the natural 
world, but out of its estab- 
lished order, possible only by 
the intervention of divine 
power.”’) 


5. Characteristics of Christ’s mirac- 
ulous healing: 

(a) Instantaneous—Luke 5:25— 
“Immediately.” 

(b) Permanent—Mark 9:25—“En- 
ter no more.” 
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LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hun cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 

Write for the Bible Witness - FREE. Your prayers 
and help requested. Write to 

LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P.0.Box488T 90, Hlinots 
, A Work of Faith 
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gest and text of lesson. Full ex- 
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Cloth Bound 60¢ Postpaid 
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FOR LIFE OF CHRIST STUDY IN 1949 





@ “WORKBOOK ON THE FOUR GOSPELS” 


By Richard C. Mills. 


book, 60c. 
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Practical workbook-style study 
for young people through adult, in two volumes or 
parts. Volume One, No. 3351, covers birth and child- 
hood of Jesus and His Galilean ministry. Volume Two, 
No. 3352, begins with His Judean ministry and con- 
cludes with the resurrection appearances. Price, each 





@ “LIFE OF CHRIST” PICT-O-GRAPH SETS 


Dramatic lesson and storytelling help is provided by this 
colorful series of flannelgraph material for children’s 
classes. Five different sets, each printed in beautiful 
full color on special suede-back or blotter paper. 
Ready to cut out and use. Six sheets of large-size 
figures in each set, to illustrate 10 or more scenes, 
complete with teacher's manual. 


Order as follows: 


ss No. 2182. Birth and Boyhood of Christ (suede paper)............ $1.00 
No. 2181. Crucifixion and Resurrection (blotter paper) .......... 75 
{ READY EARLY IN 1949 
\ ( 4 No. 2183. The Fisher of Men (suede paper)... 1.00 
No. 2184. The Great Physician (suede paper) ...0...0............ 1.00 
No. 2185. The Forgiving Christ (suede paper)...................... 1.00 





Standard Bible Art Picture Set, 1032........$2.00 





3 Life of Christ Visualized Books, each... .45 
Life of Christ Visualized Workbook 35 
11 full-color Life of Christ Visualized 

0 SE SE 
5 Biblicolor Filmstrips, each 3.00 


OTHER VALUABLE HELPS 





Child’s Life of Jesus.. 4 

ABC Book About Jesus. Is 
1 
60 








Jesus, Our Best Friend , 

 y & 2 = eaeNeses.c 
Outline Picture Set, Life of Christ... 45 
Dot-to-Dot in Life of Christ. 45 








(For complete description of above materials, request free copy of “‘Bible-school News.’’) 


ORDER FRO 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
20 E. CENTRAL PKY., DEPT. SS-128, CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 
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AGENTS WANTED ‘© 2xtou: Bibles, Ten 

ments, carefully selected 

religious books, song books, fine writing, mimeograph, 

printing papers, etc. Liberal commission. Write to- 

day for samples and prices. Henry Rising Co., 124 W. 
Fourth Street, Los Angeles 13, California. 


’ Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide Gospel Broadeast 





radio log of local newspapers 
for stations and times. 
CHARLES E. FULLER, Directer 
P. 0. Bex 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 


a, Through the Bible Study 
= Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
"hesheld Memorial thurch 


ad Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
a sand Missionary Socie- 
acation Bible Schools, Prayer 
i and Home Study. 
Samples 20c; 4 grades 75c; Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4,Tex. 














PASTOR'S 
INDIVIDUAL 
COMMUNION SET 


Complete outfit for administering the 
Sacrament in the home to the sick or shut-in 





@ Well arranged outfit of convenient size. 
Contains tray of 6 glasses. 
wine flask and bread plate 
with cover in Morocco 
grain leather, plush-lined 
case. No Pastor should 
be without one of 
these handy sets. 
Price $10.75. 
Name in gold let- 
ters on case, per 
line extra 75c. 


At your dealer. 
Catalog free 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, INC. 


10 Sevth Wabash, Dept. 16 Chicago 3, Il. 


WANTED= 
CHRISTIAN WRITERS! 


A Thrilling Writing 
Coreer Can Be Yours 

















With the right training you can have 
the professional know-how which will 
bring you editors’ checks. Christian 
publishers are calling for fiction and 
articles. They will welcome your mate- 
rial when it meets their requirements. 


Study ef Home—in your Spere Time 
Study under selling Christian writers 
and magazine editors. Courses prepared 
by Robert Walker, editor CHRISTIAN 
LIFE magazine, assistant professor 
journalism, Wheaton College; ‘Ken 
Anderson, popular fiction writer in 
consultation with Alvera Johnson, 
managing editor CHRISTIAN LIFE; 
Donald Hoke, journalism instructor, 
Columbia Bible, College. Write today 
for Free sample lesson. 


Dept. SS-128 


CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 
434 &. Wabash... Chicage &, titineis 
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(c) Complete—Matthew 15: 22-28— 
“Made whole from that very 
hour.” 


6. Not all Christians are given the 
gift of miraculous healing. 
1 Corinthians 12:8-10—The 
gift of miraculous healing is 
placed fourth in the list of 
gifts by the Holy Spirit and 
was not bestowed on all. 


7. Christ’s purpose in healing. 
(a) Godward. 
Luke 5:24—To prove his 
j deity; Matthew 8:16, 17—To 
fulfill prophecy; Matthew 
14:14—To satisfy His com- 
passion; John 9:2, 3—To ob- 
tain the glory of God. 
(b) Manward. 

To save life; to set men free; 
to make people useful; to 
empower and ennoble life; 
“to add to life qualitatively; 
to reorganize life purposively 
and creatively; to give 
beauty for ashes and the 
garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness; to reveal 
God’s love in practical ways.” 


E. Prayer and Healing. 

The Great Physician heals in answer 
to prayer. 

1. The Bible teaches prayer for the 
sick. 

2 Kings 20: 1-10—Hezekiah’s prayer. 

Luke 5:12—“Lord . . . thou canst 
make me clean.” 

James 5:14, 15—“The prayer of 
faith shall save the sick.” 

2. Prayer does not always produce 
healing. 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10—“For this 
thing I besought the Lord thrice, 
that it might depart from me.” 

Galatians 4:13—“Ye know how 
through infirmity of the flesh I 
preached the gospel unto you at 
the first.” 

3. Perfect faith does not always pro- 
duce healing. 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10—Paul had 
perfect faith and was not healed. 
His “thorn” persisted. Therefore 
it is not true that “if you have 
faith enough God will heal you.” 
God’s will may be otherwise. 

4. Spiritual healing often is required 
before bodily healing can be 
given. 

Luke 5:20—‘Man, thy sins are for- 
given thee” . . . then Christ said, 
“Rise up and walk.” 

F. The Divine Method of Healing. 

God’s method of healing is revealed 
in— 

Luke 6:6-10—The record of the 
man with a withered hand, and in 

Luke 19:1-10—The account of the 
conversion of Zacchzeus, 

In every case of healing, whether 
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of the body, the mind, or the 
spirit of man, the Great Physician 
followed the same program: 
First, He destroyed the forces that 
were destroying the body, mind, 
or spirit, 

Second, He restored to normal 
size, function, and relationship 
the. diseased body, mind, or spirit, 
and, ’ 

Third, He maintained the flow of 
life and health, 


Summary 


1. God is the Healer. Only the Cre- 
ator can recreate. All healing is 
divine. ~ 

2. God heals by means, natural and 
supernatural. There are three 
great healing forces: 

(a) The medicines, drugs and es- 
sences, antiseptics, vitamins, and 
concentrated foods; surgery, ther- 
apeutic methods of all kinds; and 
modern use of X ray, radium, and 
other methods should be included, 
(b) The innate forces of the per- 
sonality — the mind, the emotions, 
and the will, the right use of 
which greatly aids in recovery. 
(c) God’s power, which is differ- 
ent in its operation from the 
forces of the personality, lies out- 
side the individual, and is avail- 
able for the healing of God’s 
people, 


3. As God is the author of all heal- 
ing, as He has revealed many 
means to health and provided the 
forces of healing, there can be no 
antagonism or disharmony in the 
use of any df the means divinely 
provided. Christians, therefore, 
knowing that God does not will- 
ingly grieve or afflict the children 
of men, gladly use all proved 
means and medicines provided by 
physicians and hospitals. 

4. The basic laws of health and heal- 
ing are all found in the Bible, 
which approves the use of medi- 
cines, physicians and nurses, and 
prayer. God is able to restore 


people miraculously to health, 


and does so when such healing 
is in accord -with the highest goal 
of the patient and with His own 
will, 


5. Christians are not always healed 
by medicines, surgery, the innate 
forces of the personality, or by 
prayer. There comes a time when 
all the medicines, all the phy- 
sicians, all the faith and will to 
health, and all the prayers of the 
saints will not avail. God has 


purposed to take all people from 
this earth by means of pain and 
suffering and death until this age 
shall end. “It is appointed unto 
men once to die” (Heb, 9:27), 

6. Full deliverance of the human 
body from pain and disease and 
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death, full deliverance of the cre- 
ation from pain, death, thorns, 
calamity, and frustration will oc- 
cur at the coming again of Christ 
to the earth to establish His 
Kingdom. “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). 


The results of such Bible teaching as 
a part of the curricula required of stu- 
dent nurses are registered in many 
ways: In the renewed interest in Bible 
study by the nurses; in the new joy and 
assurance of salvation; in a settled peace 
and an increasing victory in their indi- 
vidual lives; in a realization that all 
healing is divine; in making plain that 
physicians, nurses, ministers, and others 
only co-operate with the Great Phy- 
sician in “clearing the track” for a more 
rapid advance toward health; in a Chris- 
tian “atmosphere” which pervades their 
hospital and profoundly influences pa- 
tients and others toward health and holi- 
ness. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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More Light on Psychiana 
(Continued from second page) 


God’ no matter who wrote it.” The Bible 
is full of clear and simple declarations 
that its writers wrote under the inspira- 
tion of the Spirit of God. To quote only 
two passages: “All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim, 3: 
16); “For the prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man: but holy men 
of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost” (2 Pet, 1:21). The fact 
that the Bible does not contain words 
written by the Lord Jesus is not im- 
portant, for the Gospels are full of the 
words that He spoke. 


Readers will note that in conclusion 
Mr. Robinson speaks of the Spirit of God 
as “It,” and as “this great Power,” show- 
ing that he does not believe in the per- 
sonality of the Holy Spirit, or that He 
is one of the three persons of the 
Trinity. 

The results of the questionnaire quoted 
in the first paragraph do not help Psy- 
chiana, but they simply reveal the unbe- 
lief in respect to fundamental doctrines 
(of which the Immaculate Conception is 
not one) that has crept into our semi- 
naries. 


r. Robinson’s letter should be con- 
Pi evidence for any Christian that 
Psychiana is an unscriptural and there- 
fore dangerous system of error. The 
denial here expressed of the deity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the inspiration of 
the Scriptures should show any Chris- 
tian that the erroneous teachings of Psy- 
chiana must be utterly rejected, 

Incidentally, Frank B. Robinson, D.D., 
Ph.D., founder of Psychiana, died Oc- 
tober 19. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 2 
1. “Life Is Just a Bowl of Cherries” 
(Gen. 25:27-34; 2 Tim. 3:1-5) 
Topics are cOpyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission, 


OUR “Competing Philosophies of 

Life” are scheduled for consideration 
during the first four weeks of this new 
year in our young people’s meetings — 
(1) hedonism, (2) selfishness, (3) irre- 
sponsibility, and (4) Christianity. The 
first of these, which we are to think 
about this week, is that concept of life 
that holds that pleasure is the sole or 
chief aim, and that moral duty is ful- 
filled in the gratification of pleasure- 
seeking instincts and dispositions, 

At first thought, some of us may be 
inclined to think that such a philosophy 
of life, devoted to the pursuit of the pleas- 
ures of the moment, belongs only in the 
period of ancient Greece. However, if we 
will consider it for a moment carefully, 
we shall see that it has many very mod- 
ern forms. The very fact that the topic 
of our lesson for this week could be 
chosen from a popular song of only a 
few years ago, shows that the pursuit of 
pleasure is not confined necessarily to 
the past. Perhaps it has had a larger 
part than many of us suppose*in much 
of our modern educational methods, em- 
bracing the philosophy that a child is 
never to be compelled to do anything 
he or she does not wish to dd. 

If we will examine some of our own 
motives honestly, perhaps we shall be 
astonished to discover how many of our 
decisions are strongly influenced by a 
consideration of how much or how little 
pleasure will come our way. Certainly, 
hedonism, or the pursuit of pleasure, is 
at the heart of modern “thrill-seeking,” 
which has ruined or damaged the lives 
of so many young people. 

pd 

Our first Scripture lesson, taken from 
Genesis 25, brings an Old Testament 
example of a young man who chose the 
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“Unheralded Heroes Fighting Lodgism” 
“The Pagan God of Masonry“ 


Sample copies from THOMAS M. SLATER 
6 Carteret Street Upper Montclair, New Jersey 








rn BUSWELL,JR., PRESIDENT 


itt ANINTON.ND 





BIBLE INSTITUTE 


eet, NEW YORK CITY 


Menthly Publication, “The Bible Today” 
Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 
registered by New York State Regents, granting B.R.Z. and Th.B. 
degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 
diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 
Write for catalog. 





ONE OF THE GREATEST GOSPEL 
CALENDARS EVER PRODUCED 
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Dr. E. J. Pace Poster Cartoons 
In Calendar Form 


A big 12 x 18 inch cartoon calendar with 

a different cartoon each month. 

Single copy 35c; 3 copies $1.00; 12 copies 

$3.50; 25 copies $6.75; 50 copies $11.50. 
Dealers, write for quantity discount 


FAITHFUL WORDS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
2116 S. Jeflersen Avenue St. Louis 4, Missourl 











HOW MAY ATOMIC ENERGY AFFECT. 10. seein 


the light of final Judgment according to the Bible? 


This noted Biblical authority, pastor, professor, reveals his con- 
clusions after extensive study of atomic physics, ancient and 
modem paticoophies ond theories es related t0 Biblical teachings 


and prophecies, 
This book hos a profound meaning for all Christianity. 


other books by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith $3.00 

The Su, ness of Christ 200K 

herefore Stand STORES 
Profitable Bible Study 
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pleasure of a moment in preference to 
a blessing of infinitely greater and eter- 
nal value. Esau spurned the birthright, 
which would have entitled its possessor 
to both spiritual and temporal leader- 
ship and privilege in the family and in 
the tribe, in order to fill his stomach 
with a savory stew that his brother had 
prepared. Esau had many characteris- 
tics of which the world today approves, 
He was frank, warm-hearted, and a 
he-man, But God summed up his char- 
acter in one significant word, found in 
Hebrews 12:16, where Esau is called 
“profane.” The Greek word comes from 
a combination of words that mean, “out- 
side the temple,” and refer to Esau’s 
disregard for spiritual things, and, point 
to his animal nature. 


vg 
In the New Testament the “good time” 
philosophy is pictured by the rich fodl, 
whose rule of life was, “Eat, drink, and 
be merry, for tomorrow you die.” At 
the very moment he thought that he 
» was well supplied for the gratification 
of his physical pleasures for many years, 
God required an accounting of him, and 
to that accounting he could take not 
one thing that he had stored up for a 
good time. 
b 


Christ’s teaching to His disciples did 
not require the renunciation of every- 
thing that contributed to comfort or 
pleasure. Nor does true Christianity to- 








TRAINED AND EXPERIENCED 
MINISTER wishes to give guidance to those 


seeking a foundation knowledge of the Word of 
God. Two years course covering all the Books of 
the Bible. Evangelical, Non-Sectarian, Non-Profit- 
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FREE 


to any Bvengeies! Christian Minister, Sunday School 
oni Mission: rintendent, one copy of i a WIN- 
OF WEAVER” for each;family in Congregation, _ 
in he will to give a tale 
Bptore, die distribution. 


rite, stating number of leaflets 


TITHER wane iS caiitornia 


PROPHELY 


MONTHLY 
for SCRIPTURAL ILLUMINATION 


48 pages monthly, preghede waite, cigns of 0 
times, gvidance, Bible sugges. Don't miss ics 
important articles and sews feacures. Editors: 
De. Keith L. Brooks, Bev. Alan S. Pearce. 
Subscribe Todey, 10 Months for @ dolier bill. Semple 
FREE. Foreign, $1.35 yeor. 
Be of che League's world-wide prayer and missionary fellowship. 
Bikiicd beaks being supplied fee co missionscin, acndy wechers ond 
prisons as God's people provide. 
Write for details of this faith and won-proft work. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 


BOX BB, EAGLE ROCK STATION + ANGELES 41, CALIF, 

















& = Read 






THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


day teach asceticism and drawing away 
from all that would give pleasure. But, 
the Lord Jesus does ask of His followers 
a recognition of the great truth that 
food, and clothing, and other things. upon 
which the unbelieving world counts so 
much, are not to be first in the thoughts 
of believers. His command to us is to 
“seek first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness” (Matt. 6:33), and He 
promises that, if we will do this, all 
these other things to which the world 
devotes so much time and attention, will 
be added to us if they are right and 
good for us, and they will be added in 
such proportion as is proper and which 
will give to us the greatest joy and bless- 
ing. This life to the believer is a train- 
ing school, preparing us for the infinitely 
richer and fuller life to come. 


4 


The second Scripture lesson chosen for 
this week reminds us that in the “last 
days” — days which many earnest Chris- 
tians believe are upon us— we shall see 
an unusual breaking out of ungodliness, 
pleasure-seeking, blasphemy, disobe- 
dience to parents, and ingratitude. It is 
not an easy time in which to live, for 
young people who would follow the 
Lord Jesus and do His will. We may 
as well understand that, in such a time; 
those who seek to live a consistent Chris- 
tian life will be Wespised and ridiculed. 
But we also have God’s promise that if 
we seek to honor Him, He will honor us, 
and any. of the counterfeit pleasures of 
the moment we forego for His sake will 
be more than compensated for by the 
joy with which He will fill our lives, 
and by the blessing He will cause us to 
be in the lives of others. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Sunday School Times 
Binder and Index 


OW do you keep your back numbers 

of THe Sunpay ScuHoot Trmmes? 
Are they piled somewhere in a corner, 
or stored loosely in a drawer, where they 
are becoming dusty or torn or crumpled, 
and where it is difficult to find that 
article that would just fit your present 
need — that article you distinctly re- 
member but cannot locate? 

Two fine tools to help you preserve 
your copies of the Tres in a clean, safe, 
and orderly manner and find what you 
want when you want it are the SuNDAY 
Scuoot Times binder and Index. 

Each binder has room for one year’s 
issues, and may be had for $1.25. Single 
copies of the Tres can be inserted as 
received, or a whole year’s issues can 
be filed at once. It is of stiff card- 
board, cloth bound, with the name of 
the paper stamped in gold on the front. 

Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trues Index is the 
same size as the paper and can be filed 
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in the binder with the proper year’s 
issues. It includes a general contents, 
a classification of Verse, Editorials, Notes 
on Open Letters, General Contributed 
Articles, Writers of Signed Articles, 
Ways of Working, and the like. The 
Index for 1947 sells for 15 cents each. 
The availability date for the 1948 Index 
will be announced later. Orders for the 
binders, or for 1947 and earlier indices, 
should be sent to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5. 


Programs for the 
1949 World Day of Prayer 


HE American Council of Christian 

Churches, for the seventh consecu- 
tive year, is presenting a sound Scrip- 
tural, program for the World Day of 
Prayer. Copies are now available, and 
will be mailed without obligation to all 
who apply for them, 


World Day of Prayer will be observed 
on Friday, March 4, 1949. The American 
Council’s program offers the striking 
front cover depicting nations on bended 
knee at the mourner’s bench in prayer, 
The outstanding need of nations today, 
if ever, is repentance for sin, a turning 
to God through Christ, and earnest inter- 
cession before the throne of grace. The 
theme of the 1949 program is, “The ef- 
fectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much” (Jas. 5:16). 

It is urged that orders be sent at the 
earliest moment possible to the Ameri- 
can Council of Christian Churches, 15 
Park Row, New York 7. Print legibly the 
name and address to which they are to 
be mailed, and state the number of 
copies desired. 

ve 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun-- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and. other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


For Family Worship 


By Ermest M. Wedsworth,D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 27 to January 6 


Mon.—Matthew 22:15-22. Tribute te Czesar. 
PRAYER Succestions: “The things which 
are Ceesar’s.” Responsibility to help 
maintain the government rests upon all 
who live under the same. Offices of 
human government aré of God, arid these, 
for the good of all, must be sustained. 
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For this cause we pay taxes. Officers of 
the state and nation are called, in the 
Bible, “ministers of God” (Rom, 13:4). 
Honor these offices: executive, legisla- 
tive, and judicial. Pray for all men in 
authority as the Scripture directs in 1 
Timothy 2:1-8. 


Tues.—Matthew 22:23-33. God of the Living. 

Prayer Succestions: “God is not the 
God of the dead, but of the living.” Our 
Lord here answers the main objections 
raised by the Sadducees who disbelieved 
in the resurrection of the dead. He thus 
gives us light on the problem? Shall the 
dead live again? Paul by -inspiration 
shows the reasonableness of the res- 
urrection, and re-emphasizes our Lord’s 
declaration in the phrase: “in the resur- 
rection.” Yes, the dead are all alive, and 
must awake from the dust of the earth by 
the power of God, some to eternal life 
and some to eternal damnation. Pray 
for a clearer appreciation of Christ’s 
teaching about the resurrection in which 
all shall share. 
Wed.—Matthew 22:34-40. 

Two Great Commandments. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “On these two 
commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets.” The Law propounds our 
duty to God and men, and the prophets 
expound these obligations. It is very 
unfortunate that many Christians have 
been made to think that the morality of 
the Law holds no claim upon them. 
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They fail to see that while the rites and 
rules of the ceremonial law have been 
done away in Christ, that the righteous- 
ness of the Law will be fulfilled only 
in those “who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit.” The Law condemns 
sin as much now as ever. It reveals sin 
but cannot remove it. Only Christ re- 
deems from its curse, Pray for a wide- 
spread conviction of sin by the Law of 
God, 


Thurs.—Matthew 23:1-12, Oppression and Pride. 
PRAYER’ Succestions: “Scribes and 
Pharisees.” Our Lord gives us a four- 
fold picture of these religious misleaders, 
They select the office of a teacher of 
divine truth, but they misuse their min- 
istry, for they’ say and do not. They 
are also lovers of the honor and praise 
from men. They choose prominence in 
public life and use every advantage for 
selfish ends. Religious dictators are as 
evil as any other dictators. Pray that 
you may be faithful to God and to your 
calling. , 


Fri.—Matthew 23:34-39. The Prophets Rejected. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “I send unto you 
prophets, and wise men, and scribes: 
and some of them ye shall kill and 
crucify; and some of them shall ye 
scourge in your synagogues, and perse- 
cute them from city to city.” The Book 
of Acts comments on this prophecy of 
Christ, and history will yet write an- 
other chapter to the book of martyrs. 
The eye of our Lord saw all that His 
tongue declared to His plotting murderers. 
The seed of the serpent will always op- 
pose the seed of Christ. Pray for all 
who, in different parts of the world, still 
have to suffer for Christ and conscience 
sake, 


Sat.—Luke 1:46-55. The Magnificat. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “And Mary said, 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Sav- 
iour.” And reasons for this burst of 
heartfelt praise and this inexpressible 
rejoicing are given in the Song of the 
Virgin. These are so wonderful that 
every word should be dwelt upon with a 
prayerful, meditative spirit. Enter 
deeply into her worshipful utterances. 
Pray that you, too, may have a lifelong 
song of praise to God your Saviour, 


Sun.—Galatians 4:1-7. 
“God Sent Forth His Son.” 
PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “God sent forth 
his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law.” No mind has for man’s re- 
demption from sin any other true solu- 
tion. Adam’s line hé did not honor, He 
was “made of a woman.” He was in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, but not a par- 
taker of the Adamic taint. Wonderful 
wisdom of God that made salvation thus 
possible! And wonderful was His grace 
that brought salvation by the blood of 
the cross. Pray that the love of God 
may newly fill your soul today. 
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FLORIDA 
WINTER BIBLE CONFERENCE 


in the lovely new auditorium of 


Gospel Center in St. Petersburg 





EDWARD DREW, Pastor (6 rly of Pat , NJ.) 

Gavin Hamilton Jan. 2 to 16 

A. H. Stewart Jan. 23 to Feb. 6 

Dr. Herbert Lockyer Feb. 18 to 27 

Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer March 6 to 20 
GOSPEL CENTER 

425 Fifth Ave., N. St. Petersburg, Fla. 
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Christian Sanatorium 
WYCKOFF, NEW JERSEY 


has several openings for 
NURSES 
TRAINED ATTENDANTS 
AND DOMESTIC WORKERS 


Please write to 
DIRECTOR OF NURSES 


















| 400 pages, cloth bound 


“A book of daily devotions and Bible 
| study course in one volume... well 
| adapted for family worship.” 


— Sunday School Times 


$1.50 
At your religious bookstorezor write direct tol 


Gospel Volunteers of the World, Inc. 
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Nor yet a missionary in the field, but one in 
the making. Next year, or the year after, he'll be 
ready to spread the “good news” in our own 
land, or to carry the gospel of salvation to the 
heathen who are yet in spiritual darkness in the 
“regions beyond.” 

Now, along with other young people from 
nearly every state and many foreign countries, 
he is receiving free instruction made possible by 
your, and other Christians’, gifts. Teachers, 
called of God, qualified both by training and ex- 
perience, are giving that thorough knowledge of 
the Bible that is the fundamental requirement for 
effective Christian service. Instruction is also 
given in Bible-related subjects, as well as in the 
various skills he may need in the home or 
foreign field. Whether it's minor surgery, elemen- 
tary medicine, dentistry, sewing, cooking, or 
training in missionary aviation, capable teachers 
are ready to instruct him. 

But even more important than this kind of 
training, he is getting immediate practical expe- 
rience in soul-winning, as he fills assignments in 
jails and hospitals, in churches and shop meet- 
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Student body, faculty and business staff meet weekly for prayer. 
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ings. Together, he and his fellow Moody students 
present the gospel message to hundreds of thou- 
sands of persons each year in the Chicago area. 
Gf these, many thousands make decisions for 
Christ. 

An army of many thousands of Moody-trained 
men and women has gone out from the Insti- 
tute to be used by God as pastors, evangelists, 
mission workers, teachers, presidents of Bible 
schools and colleges, children’s workers, gospel 
singers, church organists. Another army of 
almost 3,000 has been led of God to serve in 
the foreign field as missionaries under many de- 
nominational and independent mission boards. 

This is a work in which many may share. The 
entire ministry of the Institute is possible only 
because Christians faithfully support its growing 
program and needs. Moody Bible Institute is not 
rich; nearly three-fourths of its requirements are 
met from day to day by the sacrificial gifts of 
consecrated Christians who want God to use 
their means to the utmost. The need of funds for 
daily operation is urgent. May we continue to 
depend upon your support by prayer and gifts? 
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